BIBLE BUILDING BLOCKS

-

BIBLICAL TIMELINES

IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT
*-

CREATION PaTriarcHS Exopus KinepoM Exite Jesus CHURCH

Discover the big picture of Scripture
in historical order—God’s unfolding
plan from Genesis to Revelation.

' From Creation to the New Creation

v Key events, people, and turning points
v God’s redemptive plan through time

+ See how every part connects

FOUNDATIONAL PILLARS FOR UNDERSTANDING GOD’S STORY

i

BIBLICAL GEOGRAPHY
STORY

ANCHORED IN THE

———

M Explore the lands, cities, and routes
3/ of the Bible to see how geography
shapes and reveals God’s plan.

v Where key events happened

v How geography impacts the story

v Visualize journeys, battles, and borders
v Bringing Scripture to life

J

Wby

ONE STORY.

g

_ —
PEOPLES AND GROUPS |

OF THE BIBLE

PHILISTINES | ASSYRIANS | PERSIANS | SAMARITANS

EDOMITES |

BABYLONIANS

Understand the key peoples, nations,
y/ and groups God uses throughout
Scripture to accomplish His purposes.

v Nations, tribes, and ethnic groups
v Their role in God’s plan
v Allies, adversaries, and neighbors

v God’s redemptive work among all peoples

E GoD. ONE LAN ;i(ED




~ INSPIRED REVELATION

THE BIBLE 1S ONE COHERENT SET OF 66 WRITINGS
THAT TELLS A NARRATIVE STORY FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION.
THE STORY IS ANCHORED IN GOD’S REDEMPTIVE PLAN.

THE BIBLICAL TEXT THE STORY IT TELLS THE MESSAGE OF THE STORY |l THE MEANING OF THE MESSAGE
What God has written . God’s unfolding narrative God'’s truth for His people God’s purpose for our lives

The 66 books of the Bible— From Creation to New Creation, The story reveals God’s character, The message shows us how to live
divinely inspired, preserved, the Bible tells one grand story— His promises, His redemption, | today in light of eternity—
and trustworthy. ‘ God’s plan to redeem His people | ‘ and His call to faith, repentance, ' for God’s glory and our good.
—p— and restore all things. and obedience. e p——
4 ¢ “For we are His workmanship, created

“All Scripture is breathed out by God

ol D o i T «ﬂ?ese things are lwfuritren rfzfzr you may :.tFor the message of the cross. is. in Christ Jesus for good works, which
reproof, for correction, and for believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son foolishness to those who are perishing, God prepared beforehand, that we
| of God, and that by believing et but to us who are being saved it is the : »
should walk in them.

. . . - a3
tramming in r:gk teousness. |

have life in His name.” power of God.”
2 TimoTHY 3:16 ‘\ JorN 20:31 J L 1 CoRINTHIANSHL.18 J L EpPHESIANS 2:10

THE TE)_.T TELLS THE STOR1 THE STORY REVEALS THE NIESSA(JE

AND THE MESSAGE DEFINES THE MEANING. x|



THE BIBLE IS ACTUALLY
66 ANCIENT WRITINGS

+—— WRITTEN OVER 1,500 YEARS ¢ IN 3 DIFFERENT LANGUAGES ¢ ON 3 DIFFERENT CONTINENTS ——

God’s revelation
preserved through

time, culture,

and geography—

a united message

of redemption.

s

(/!!I\" 66 BOOKS r 3 LANGUAGES
L .

sl - el 5 .. e o
|
|

(@A) 3 CONTINENTS
/ 39 in the Old Testament \J Hebrew k - Asia

(Old Testament) (Much of Israel, Babylon, Syria)

27 in the New Testament
Aramaic Africa

(Portions of Old Testament) ‘ (Egypt)
|
|

One complete story— \
God’s plan of redemption Greek
from beginning to end. (New Testament)

Europe
(Greece)




1. CREATION
Genesis 1-2

God creates everything
and it is good.

Geod calls Abraham and

KEY BOOKS: Genesis KEY BOOKS: Genesis

CREATION CALL OF ABRAHAM

~4000 BC
(Traditionally dated)

~2000 BC

KEY THEMES THROUGHOUT
THE BIBLE

God's Covenant Faithfulness
God's Presence With His People
Sin and Redemption

God's Promises Fulfilled

RN E

Haope of a New Creation

FROM GENES

2. THE PATRIARCHS

establishes His covenant.
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.

God delivers Israel from Egypt,
gives the Law at Sinai.

KEY BOOKS: Exodus=Deuteronomy

Exopus

/]

~1446 BC

CREATION

Gaod creates.

Genesis 1-2

3. EXODUS & LAW

Exodus-Deuteronomy

| God chooses a people. !

“I will make you into a great nation, and 1 will biess you... and ad fuezppér: sle tad peopls on earth

4. CONQUEST &
SETTLEMENT

Joshua-Judges

1 Samuel=2 Chronicles

Israel enters the Promised Land
and begins to settle.

Israel has kings—Saul, David,
and Sclomon. God's kingdom
is established in Jerusalem.

KEY BOOKS: Joshua=Judges KEY BOOKS: 1=2 Samuel,

1 Kings, 1 Chronicles

ENTERING CANAAN UMNITED KINGDOM DIVIDED KINGDOM

=0

~930 BC

~1406 BC ~1050-930 BC

THE BIG PICTURE

Law & LAND
God gives Hi
and brings |
the Promised Land.

COVENANT KiNGDOM

God rules through
kings and promises

Genesis 12-Exodus 19 A gresterRing;

Exodus-Joshua 1 Samuel-Malachi

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

will be blessed throygh you.”

5. UNITED MONARCHY | 6. DIVIDED KINGDOM

1 Kings 12-2 Kings

ISRAEL
(North)

The kingdom divides into
Israel {north) and Judah (south).

KEY BOOKS: 1-2 Kings,
2 Chironicles

EXILE
)
b

722 BC (Israel)
586 BC (Judah)

REDEMPTION

God sends His Son
to save the world.

1 Matthew—John

Genesis 122-3

7. EXILE

2 Kings 17, 25
Daniel, Jeremiah

Israel is taken captive by Asgyria.
Judah is taken captive by Babylon.
God's people face judgment,

KEY BOOKS: Jeremiah,
Lamentations, Daniel, Exekiel

RETURN

INTERTESTAMENTAL

8. RETURN &
RESTORATION

Ezra—Nehemiah

God brings His people back.
The temple and the walls
are rebuile.

KEY BOOKS: Exra, Mehemiah,
Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

PERIOD

~538 BC

MissioN

God sends His Church
to the nations.

Acts-Revelation

Hebrews 13:8

~400 BC - AD 30

RESTORATION

God makes all things
new forever.

Revelation 21-22

~ THE BIBLICAL TIMELINE

GOD’S PLAN FROM CREATION TO REVELATION

_r

9. INTERTESTAMENTAL

PERIOD
=400 Years

A time of waiting and
preparation for the

coming of the Messiah,

KEY BOOKS: (No new OT books)
Hirtory: Persian, Groak, Roman rule

JESUS CHRIST

AD 30-33

CEXE

4]

-

5 B

aLORY

11. THE SPREAD OF
CHRISTIANITY

Acts—Revelation

10. THE GOSPEL
& JEsus CHRIST
Matthew—John

The Messiah comes! Jesus lives,
dies, rises, and offers salvation
1o all who believe.

The Gospel is preached
to the world, The Church
is born and grows.

KEY BOOKS: Matthew-John KEY BOOKS: Acts,

Paul's Letters, Revelation

NEW HEAVEN &
NEW EARTH

CHRISTIANITY
SPREADS

AD 30-100

i = . g

ALL SCRIPTURE POINTS TO CHRIST
The Seed (Gen. 3:15)
The Promised Land (Deut. 30:5)
The Davidic King (2 Sam. 7:12-16) \ .
The Suffering Servant (Isa. 53) | 9
The Mew Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34) -
The Resurrection (Ps. 16:10)

The Mew Creation (Isa. 65:17;
Rev. 21:1)

FORE
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CONTEXT

1406 BC

Wilderness Journey

The Death of Moses

Deuteronomy 34:1-8

Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab,
as the LORD had said.

At the end of 40 years
in the wilderness
(Numbers 14)

R, THE STORY

For forty years Moses led
Israel through the
wilderness.

He brought them out
of Egypt and gave them
God’s Law.

He interceded, taught,
and provided for God’s
people.

When the time came
to enter the land,
God took Moses home.

Moses died in Moab,
and was buried in a
valley in the land,
but no one knows

where. )
THE TEXT THE STORY THE MESSAGE e ""'::'
Deuteronomy 34:1-8 After leading Israel God is faithful to == s
Moses sees the land. )) faithfully for 40 years, )) His promises. ))

Moses dies. His He uses His servants

He dies in Moab.

No one knows his mission is complete. completely, and
burial place. He leaves a legacy His plans continue
of obedience. beyond them.

s

KEY POINTS

Moses climbed
Mount Nebo in

the land of Moab.
(Deuteronomy 34:1)

God showed him

the entire land—

from Dan to Beer-sheba,
from the Negev to

the Great Sea.
(Deuteronomy 34:2-4)

Moses the servant
of the LORD died
there, as the LORD
had said.
(Deuteronomy 34:5)

He was buried in

a valley in the land
of Moab, but no one
knows where.
(Deuteronomy 34:6)

THE MEANING

We may not enter
our promise land,
but we can still be
faithful where

God has placed us.

—+——————————4 “Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, as the LORD had said.” Deuteronomy 34:5 4

]




CONTEXT

1406 BC

i
After Moses’ death,
God commissions
Joshua to lead Israel
into the land.

MR THE STORY

God promised the land to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

After 40 years in the
wilderness, itis time
to enter.

Joshua is commissioned
as the new leader
(Joshua 1).

The Israelites. cross the
Jordan on dry ground
(Joshua 3-4).

They camp at Gilgal and
celebrate Passover in
the land (Joshua 5).

The conquesf of the land
begins with the fall of
X _Jericho (Joshua 6).

Conquest & Judges

Joshua Leads Israel

God commissions Joshua, the Israelites cross the Jordan,
and the conquest of the Promised Land begins.

THE TEXT

Joshua 3:1-5:1

Crossing the Jordan,
setting up memorials,
circumcision at Gilgal,

and Passoverin

the Promised Land.

'1.'.]'!":'1'1_:';_.[_ and courag

Joshua 3:1-5:1

Obedience to God By
leads to victory. 4
(Joshua 6:20)

KEY POINTS
God keeps His promise l,
to give Israel the land.
(Genesis 12:7;

Joshua 1:3)

God makes a way _
where there seems g
to be no way. :
(Joshua 3:16)

Remembering God'’s
faithfulness builds
faith for the future.
(Joshua 4:6-7)

The land is a gift; our
call is to walk in faithful |*
obedience to God. |'

THE STORY

Joshua leads the people.

The Jordan parts.
God's faithfulness is

remembered, and Israel

prepares to conquer
the land.

1s. Do not be afraid; do not be disco

THE MESSAGE

God is faithful to His
promises and provides
away forward.

He calls us to trust,
remember, and obey.

THE MEANING

God leads His people
into His promises.

He still leads us today—
through impossible
places to His purpose.



|

s

Conquest & Judges

-

After Moses’ death,
God commissions
Joshua to lead Israel
into the land.

Joshua 3:1-5:1

AR THE STORY

God promised the land
to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.

After 40 years in the
wilderness, the people
are ready to enter.
Joshua leads the nation
to the Jordan River.

The priests step into
the water, and the river
stops flowing.

The people cross on
dry ground.

Twelve stones are set
up as a memorial.

Crossing the Jordan

By faith, the Israelites crossed the Jordan on dry ground
as God opened the way into the land He promised.

Joshua 3:1-5:1

Crossing the Jordan, ))
setting up memorials,
circumcision at Gilgal,

and Passever iniid.

e

THE STORY

God opens the way.
Joshua leads.

The people follow.
They enter the land

by faith and obedience.

“For the LORD your God 1s

 THE MESSAGE

God keeps His
promises and
goes before

His people.

He is with them in

‘every step.

you go.” Joshua 1:9

KEY POINTS

God stops the flow
of the Jordan.
(Joshua 3:16)

The priests go
first, carrying
the Ark.
(Joshua 3:3-4)

The people cross
on dry ground.
(Joshua 3:17)

Twelve stones
remember God'’s
faithfulness.
(Joshua 4:1-9)

God gives them
victory in Jericho.
(Joshua 6)

We are called to trust
God, step forward in
faith, and follow Him
into the life He has
promised.




Verse:
Joshua 6:1-27

Time (Contested):

c. 1406 BC (early-date) vs.
mid-13th century BC (late-date); {F
Jericho’s destruction date is a
century-long unresolved
archaeological dispute.

Setting:
Qutside the walls of Jericho.

Key People:
Joshua, the priests bearing
the Ark, the people of Israel.

What Happened:

For six days Israel marched
silently around Jericho once daily; {
on the seventh, seven times,

then shouted — and the

THE TEXT: For six days Israel
marched silently around Jericho
once daily, priests blowing ram’s
horns and carrying the Ark.

On the seventh day they circled
seven times, then shouted at
Joshua's command — and the
wall collapsed.

" The Conquést of Jericho

Jericho falls not by siege engineering but by seven days of
obedient procession and a shout — God credited with the victory,
not Israel’s technique.

THE STORY: Jericho's inhabitants
had already heard what God did
at the Red Sea and feared Israel
greatly. Yet the city held out

until the exact obedience God
commanded was carried out to
the letter — then fell in an instant.

~ “So the people shouted when the };rfests blew with the trumpes... |
and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city,
every man straight before him, and they took the city.”

— Joshua 6 20 (KJV)

FAITH N(}T FORCE = THE WALL FELL TO ()BEDIEN(,E, NOT SIE(;E ENGI]\EQ

THE MESSAGE: Victory came
through obedience to a strange,
unmilitary command — the text
credits the Lord, not Israelite
strategy, with the wall's fall.

HISTORI( AL C ONTE};T

® Jericho's destruction date is a
century-long, genuinely
unresolved dispute.
Garstang’s 1930s dig dated
“City IV” to ~1400 BC;
Kenyon's more rigorous
1950s dig redated the same
layer to ~1550 BC, the
dominant mainstream view;
Bryant Wood'’s 1990
re-argument for ~1400 BC
remains a minority,
evangelical-affiliated position.

Jericho is the single
most-discussed test case

in the larger “rapid conquest
vs. gradual highland
settlement” debate.

| for obedience that looks foolish
la by ordinary standards before
Y he acts — faith proven in the
waiting, not just the shouting.
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CONTEXT < HISTORICAL CONTEX]
I Ai and the Consequences el
* “Ai” (Hebrew ha-Ai) means
' “the ruin/heap” — already a .
|

‘ ruin-name at the time of
| writing.

Verse of Disobedience

joshua 7:1-26
Hidden sin brings public defeat — full obedience,
not just presence in the land, is what secures God’s promise. |

The site’s exact identity is

conquest chronology; u ; enuinely disputed amon
c.on?ested vs. a la!fiiate Truly I have sinned k grchaeolggistz et-Tell is tghe
c. 1250 BC against the Lorp God v ] majority identification but has
Conquest position held of Israel, and this is . i \ : |  no confirmed Late Bronze

by other scholars. ' \ : Age occupation layer (the

Tlme (Contested) |‘
] c. 1406 BC - early-date ) =

what I did: when I saw

Unresolved. . g y : “Ai problem”), a minority
- amtzmg_thu S[‘J(}ll_ a > L : IR | position (Associates for
Setting beautiful cloak from _ /. = 3 - Biblical Research) proposes |
Canaan during Israel’s Shinar, and 200 shekels 3 ™ ' _ nearby Khirbet el-Magqatir
conquest under Joshua, T e g AN S N _' '™ instead, but this is contested
after the victory at Jericho OI s1V LI'., :11]} | "J.JI 0 ; ol _ even among researchers
and ll:n:efuw;L the renewed gold weighing 50 | ; who excavated there.
| g e T shekels, then I coveted ' ' Treat as unresolved,
®. Key People them and took them. e e
4 ] ) “site debated” rather
@R Joshua (Israel’s leader), And see, they are . :
Achan (of the tribe of - SRR s

Judah), the elders of hidden in the earth NS = . location as correct.

ot inside my tent, with — 7 - . [ The judgment site is named
i >/ What Happened the silver underneath.” o7 g @ P NN ' the “Valley of Achor” (“trouble”),

Israel was defeated at Ai — Joshua 7:20-21 (ESV) a W-‘.::rr:lplay the text makes
because of hidden sin. . e a explicit (Joshua 7:25) and

Achan’s disobedience which reappears generations
brought judgment. later in Hosea 2:15 as a

symbol of restored hope. .|
THE MEANING [

Victory in God’s plan is tied to
heart obedience, not just being in
the right place at the right time.

THE STORY

Israel was defeated at Ai and
inquired before the LORD. =
Joshua confronted and ?}
Achan’s sin was revealed. g

THE TEXT

Israel’s first defeat came after

victory. Achan took what was

forb:di:il:n bringing judgment on )}
the whole nation. The sin was : Confession, repentance, and God calls His people to integrity. !
hidden, but God exposed it so that :?:rl:tilt:vi?anSésfc:ct;le ilr?:ltﬁc restored uhedifnce bring R Trust and who}l)ehg't:tcd Ubegien{:e.

His people could be cleansed and and his family were ]ud ed. cleansing and open the way s0 His promises can be fulfilled

Heitle Israel was then renewed for battle. for God to act. through them.

4 \ “And the LORD said to Joshua, ‘Do not fear and do not be dismayed. Take all the fighting men with you,
& and arise, go up to Ai.”” — Joshua 8:1 (ESV)
, - :_. +() < B | ) 1 T D ( 'Y | ¢ . | ( { a

" I { (YR EITH 5 oo ik
! ) | \ ’ i 51 | Y . it

THE MESSAGE

Disobedience, even if hidden,
dishonors God and harms others. .
God's holiness must be honored. })
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CONTEXT

Verse

Joshua 13:1-19:51;
14:6-15

Time

Following directly after
the conquest campaign —
same dating dependency as
the Jordan-crossing and
Jericho cards

Setting

A formal tribal-allotment
assembly, likely at
Gilgal or Shiloh

Key People
Joshua, Caleb (now 85),
the tribal elders of Israel

What Happened

The land is divided by lot
among the twelve tribes;
Caleb specifically requests
and receives Hebron’s hill
country, the land he
scouted as a young spy
45 years earlier.

Each tribe receives its inheritance, and Caleb — one of only two
faithful spies from a generation earlier — gets exactly what he was promised.

The Land Divided ong the Tribes 4

“So now give me this hill country Of vt
which the Lord spoke... It may be that
the Lord will be with me, and I shall

THE TEXT

The land is divided by lot
among the twelve tribes.
Caleb, addressing Joshua
directly, asks for the hill
country God promised him
through Moses 45 years
earlier.

THE MESSAGE

A promise made a generation
earlier is kept in full —
faithfulness sustained across
decades of waiting is
rewarded exactly as spoken.

THE STORY

Caleb recalls standing before
Moses as one of the twelve
spies, wholly following the
Lord while ten others gave a
faithless report. Now elderly
but undimmed, he claims the
very land the Anakim once
made fearsome.

»

® Caleb’s request for Hebron is a
deliberate 45-year narrative payoff —
he explicitly recalls his role as one
of the twelve spies decades earlier
and asks for the very hill country
where the intimidating Anakim

he’d encountered were reported

to live.

This is where the ‘rapid conquest
vs. gradual settlement’ tension
becomes most concrete: the text
describes one comprehensive
land-division event, while
archaeological survey data
generally documents a more
gradual, centuries-long highland
settlement — a genuine point

of tension, not resolved here.

g
THE MEANING
Not one of all the Lord’s
good promises to Israel
had failed; all came to
pass — a summary verdict
on the whole conquest,
not just Caleb’s story. |

“Not one word of all the good promises that the Lord had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass.”

— Joshua 21:43—45 (ESV)




|
|
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Verse
Judges 6:1-8:35

) ~ CONTEXT '

Time

Judges period, broadly

c. 1200-1050 BC: not
independently anchored to
an external synchronism

Setting

A hillside overlooking
the Midianite camp,
by night

Key People
Gideon, his 300 chosen
men, the Midianite host

What Happened

God reduces Gideon’s army
from 32,000 to 300, who
then rout the sleeping
Midianite camp using
torches, jars, and trumpets
rather than conventional
weapons.

THE TEXT

God trims Gideon’s army
from 32,000 to 300 by two

Gideon and the Midianites
God shrinks Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300 so Israel
cannot credit its own strength for the victory.

“The Lord said to Gideon, ‘The people
with you are too many for me to give
the Midianites into their hand,
lest Israel boast over me...””
— Judges 7:2 (ESV)

THE STORY THE MESSAGE
At Gideon’s signal, the 300 . The victory’s scale

——

l HI%IURI( AL CONTEXT

| o The mention of Midianite camels sits

inside a live dating debate: 2013-14
Tel Aviv University radiocarbon
research found domesticated camels
don’t appear in the southern Levant’s
record until the late 10th century BC,
centuries after any plausible Judges-
period date. Some scholars read this
as anachronism; others counter that
small-scale nomadic camel use by
raiding groups may simply not show
up in that same record. Genuinely
unresolved.

Gideon’s explicit refusal of hereditary
kingship (“the Lord will rule over
you”) sets up a direct thematic
tension with Israel’s later demand

for a human king under Samuel —

a thread this collection continues.

THE MEANING
When Israel later asks

f Gideon to rule as king,
he refuses — “the Lord
will rule over you” —
naming the same truth
the battle already proved.

separate tests, then sends
them against the vast
Midianite camp with
torches hidden in jars and
ram’s horns instead of
swords.

“Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, ‘Rule over us...” Gideon said to them, ‘I will not rule over you... the Lord will rule over you.
— Judges 8:22-23 (ESV)

MURF (1L()I\Y SO ISRAEL COULD NOT BOAST

smash their jars, reveal their relative to Israel’s tiny % L
torches, and blow their | force makes the point ))
horns — the Midianite camp unmistakable: deliverance

panics and turns on itself in was God's doing, not

the confusion and flees. Israel’s strength.

33

3 EWER HAN



CONTEXT

l Verse
LQJ 1 Samuel 1:1-3:21

O

Time

Mid-11th century BC,
toward the end of the
Judges period, shortly
before Saul’s kingship

Setting
The tabernacle at Shiloh,

at night
Key People

Samuel (as a boy),
Eli the priest

What Happened

Hannah'’s prayer for a son
is answered; she dedicates
young Samuel at Shiloh,
where he is later called by
name in the night and
becomes Israel’s prophet.

THE TEXT

Hannah prays for a son and
dedicates him to the Lord’s
service; young Samuel grows

up serving under Eli at Shiloh.

One night, the Lord calls his
name, and Samuel learns to
recognize the voice.

The Bll'th and Calhngof Samuel Qe \ Hlsmm( AL C()NIh\F

Born in answer to prayer and raised in the tabernacle at Shiloh, * Shiloh is a real, excavated site

young Samuel learns to recognize God’s voice. 4§ (Khirbet Seilun); a team led by

; gl Dr. Scott Stripling (Associates

for Biblical Research) has
uncovered a large stone structure
they describe as matching the
tabernacle’s proportions. The
specific “this exact structure is
the tabernacle” claim is
apologetics-affiliated, not settled
mainstream consensus — Shiloh’s
general identification as a major
worship site is broadly accepted;
the structure-specific claim
warrants caution.

“And the Lord came and StOOd, . x ;':‘. s All Israel from Dan to Beersheba’
calling as at other times, ‘Samuel! Samuel!” -« __=" .- (3:20) is a stock geographic

. ¢ L merism meaning “the whole land,’
And Samuel said, Spea’I;; for your s g Mo

servant hears.” N not a literal boundary claim.
—1 Samuel 3:10 (ESV)

THE STORY e THEMESSAGE |  THE MEANING

Three times Samuel runs Rt % 7 7 Godcallseven achild, , ., Samuel becomes the last judge
to Eli, thinking Eli called KR/ inthe quiet and the dark — )) 24 and the prophet who will anoint
him. On the fourth call, R it takes someone else’s S 88  Jsrael’s first kings — the hinge
EL redizes s he Loxd 7 dlscem-mem 0 }EEIP him between the era of judges and
and tells Samuel how - = recognize the voice for ;

to answer. what it is. the era of kings.

“And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him... And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba

knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the Lord.” — 1 Samuel 3:1 9-20 (ESV)

A BOY WHO LISTENS — AND ISRAEL GETS A PROPHET WHO SPEAKS TRUE



Verse
1 Samuel 9:1-11:15

Time (Contested)

¢. 1050-1020 BC for the
start of Saul’s reign; the
historicites/scale of the
‘United Monarchy’ itself
becomes a live, actively-
debated question starting here

Setting

A secluded hill-country
location, then Gilgal for
public confirmatlon
Key People

Samuel, Saul (a young
man ‘head and shoulders’
taller than everyone else)

What Happened

Samuel privately anoints
Saul as Israel’s first king;
after Saul delivers Jabesh-
%;lead from the Ammonites,

e peogle publicly confirm
him at

THE TEXT:

Samuel ]prwately anoints Saul
s coming king. After

as Israe

- Saul Becomes King

Israel’s first king is chosen privately by God through Samuel,
then publicly confirmed after a real military deliverance.

s

Rk - B | o
- st

“Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured
it on his head and kissed him and said, -~
‘Has not the Lord anointed you to be
prince over his people Israel?””
— 1 Samuel 10:1 (ESV)

THE STORY:

Saul, searching for his father’s
lost donkeys, is met privately

THE MESSAGE:
! ] Kingship in Israel begins
with God’s private choice,

— —

» The historicity and scale of the ‘United

Monarchy’ under Saul, David, and
Solomon is genuinely contested,
beginning with Saul’s own reign. Israel
Finkelstein argues the record doesn’t
support a large centralized kingdom
this early, proposing a more modest
chiefdom instead; a more skeptical
‘minimalist’ school dates the material
centuries later still. Other scholars
argue converging evidence supports

a real, complex 10th-century state.
Unresolved, not settled either direction.

Tell el-Ful, identified with Saul’s
hometown Gibeah, has been excavated
and yielded a fortress-type structure
consistent with the period — but its
specific identification as Saul’s own
residence is a reasonable, widely-cited
identification, not an absolutely
certain one,

THE MEANING:

This is the formal end of
the ‘no king in Israel” era

Saul leads Israel to deliver by Samuel and anointed —

Jabesh-gilead from the

Ammonites, the people

ﬁublicly confirm him as
ing at Gilgal.

a quiet moment with enormous
public consequences. His
deliverance of Jabesh-gilead
proves his kingship to a

not popular ambition —
public confirmation follows
real deliverance, not

the reverse.

Judges kept lamenting —
and the opening of a new,
more fraught chapter this
collection continues to trace.

skeptical nation.

“So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul lunb before the Lord
in GJIO&I .. and then Qaul and all the men of Israel rejou.ed .qrcath’ ¥ — 1 Samuel 11:15 (ESV)

THE PI()I

ISRAEL GETS lts I«n(] —1C "HOSEN BY GOD ]*II\H! (U\IIR\]]I ) BY ° #AFTER'S
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 CONTEXT Samuel Anoints David | [ mstorica covrexr §

Veree God rejects Saul's kingship and directrs Samuel to anoint e R BN R S
fSarsitie 1 13 ' the youngest, most overlooked of Jesse's sons — the heart - Gl laokaon thebieart whils

- - t the height. 25| people look on outward
Time 2 y, R g A e = B : appearance — functions as
Mid-11th century BC, - =W -1 _ i A ' direct commentary on Saul's
during Saul's reign. SN : —— o I N s D S =] own selection, introduced
- b Lae 3 By o ‘ ' W partly by references to his
impressive stature.
&

i |\%s 1AL , 14 37\ {79 ') David's selection as youngest
® @ Key People Gyl [k ° ; i =t s Y 4 of eight sons reflects a
@@W Samuel, Jesse, David | 1 | | oy (|7 Y < R N | recurring biblical pattern of

(youngest of eight sons). & e (¥ AR / U Pre I 1 = : God favoring younger/

: ' )l : ( " overlooked sons (Isaac over
- p |

W | W i == Ishmael, Jacob over Esau,
f Joseph and Judah over
older brothers).

Setting
Jesse's household in
Bethlehem.

What Happened e TR 7 Yod T e )
God tells Samuel not to : T R e o T i L s e
judge by outward appearance; But Jehovah said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance,
David, the youngest and least > 3 or on the height of his stature; because I have rejected him:
expected, Is anointed king P = . for Jehovah seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the

while his older brothers

outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh on the heart.”
—1 Sauel? SV)

THE HEART, NOT THE HEIGH

Z. THE STORY 7 A, THE MESSAGE C N
Samuel is sent to Jesse's 7. S\ Saul's kingship, chosen ' The text contrasts how God \ THE MEANING
household, passes over seven | ™ > partly for stature, is . — chooses with how people YR God's selection often
older sons, and anoints David — - > about to be succeeded = choose — outward appearance i, S runs against human
the youngest, tending sheep — by a shepherd boy &® was Saul's qualification; " expectation

as Israel's next king. The Spirit ] . s
of the Lord rushes upon him. (e badyjSep=cted. == D

“Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren:
and the Spirit of Jehovah came mightily upon David from that day forward.” — 1 Samuel 16:13 (ASV)

e m e ———— e e e — = o m——— < e —— e — e E—— e E———— e ——




1 Samuel 17:1-58

Time (Contested):
Mid-11th century BC;
Goliath's height is textually
disputed — Masoretic “six
cubits and a span” (~9'9")
vs. Septuagint/Dead Sea

Scrolls “four cubits and a
span” (~6'9").

Setting:
The Valley of Elah.

David and Goliath
A shepherd boy faces Israel’s most feared enemy with only

a sling and unwavering trust — the battle is the Lord’s,
not the blggest sword’s.

s o e o

ir “ﬂ' =i

ﬁIQTORICAL CONTEXT §

® A 2005 excavation at Tell

es-Safi (biblical Gath)
uncovered pottery with a
name phonetically similar
to "Goliath," dated
~1000-950 BC —
supports cultural
plausibility, not proof of
this individual.

Goliath's height is a
genuine textual-criticism

I e T ey ot R L R bl question, not a single
@ @ Key People: | e Py e, A o settled figure.
@@W D.vid, Goliath. [ “Then Dawd sa:d to the Phihsrme 'You come to me w:th a »0
a3 ' . sword, with a spear, and with a javelin; but I come to you in the
zit?;,t::fr:;‘ij e name of Yahweh of Armies, the God of the armies of Israel,
Goliath with a sling, declaring whom you have defied."””
— 1 Samuel 17:45 (WEB)

THE BATTLE IS THE LORD’ s

THE MEANING:

Faith exercised in a real,
public, high-stakes moment
is the pattern worth
remembering.

THE TEXT: ; . THE STORY: __., wmn. THE MESSAGE:

David's declaration names
the point: the outcome
doesn't depend on
conventional weapons

or size.

- ———— e —————— m—— S e ——— S ————

“So David pu’vazl(’d over the Philistine with a slmﬂ and with a stone, and struck the Philistine
and killed hnn hm‘ ﬁu_'r( was no swmd in Dav m’ s hmm‘ = Samuel 17:50 f“r“) ;

For forty days no Israelite
soldier would face Goliath.
A boy with no armor ends
the standoff in one throw.

David volunteers to face
Goliath, refuses Saul's
armor, and kills him with
a single sling stone.
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CONTEXT

2 Samuel 2:1-11

Time:
c. 1010 BC, following
Saul's death.

Setting:
Hebron.

Key People:
David, the men of Judah,
Ish-bosheth.

What Happened:
The men of Judah anoint
David king over their own
tribe at Hebron, while the
rest of Israel initially
follows Saul's son instead.

THE TEXT:

The men of Judah anoint
David king over their own
tribe at Hebron, where he
reigns seven years and six
months, while the rest of
Israel follows Ish-bosheth.

e et e S S

B ———

F i LR
David Becomes Klng over Juda

After Saul’s death, David is anointed king — but only over his
own tribe, at Hebron, for seven years. God’s promises unfold in stages.

!-

-
-

b=

“Then the men of Judah came to Hebron, and there 3
they anointed David king over the house of Judah.”
" —2 Samuel 2 4 (BSB) :

THE MESSAGE:
The text doesn't rush
David's rise — a real,
partial fulfillment
comes first.

THE STORY:

The promise made to
David doesn't arrive all
at once — first one tribe,
before the rest of the
nation follows.

® Hebron is a real, extensively

excavated site (Tell Rumeide),
with a substantial Middle
Bronze Age fortification wall
continuing into the Iron Age —
plausibility of setting, not
confirmation of this exact
episode.

s et o

David's Judah-only anointing,
while Israel follows
Ish-bosheth, previews the
later, permanent North/South
split after Solomon's death.

THE MEANING:
God's promises often
unfold in stages rather
than all at once.

“And the Ieﬂgth of time that Damd was ng in Hebron over the house oj Judah

——— e ————— e —

was seven years and six months — 2 Samuel 2:11 (BSB)
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CONTEXT David Becomes King over All Israel | |[ risroricat covrexr §

Verse: 3 All the tribes of Israel — not just Judah —

2 Samuel 5:1-10 b come to Hebron and anoint David king over the whole nation. 9y The clders,of fall the Hibes

of Israel” come to David
rather than David conquering
them — the text frames the
transition around a shepherd
metaphor (“you shall be
shepherd of my people Israel”)

Setting: : i, o o e LSS P _ recurring as a royal ideal
Hebron, now hosting 5 - il ' : KPP 77 T 1T ¢ B¢ through the Hebrew Bible.
elders from every tribe. : oy 2

Time:
c. 1003-1002 BC

Key People: R S 17 v S IR & . B ST\ R The archaeological question
David, the elders of N AR SV, 2 e 4, /5 of how large or centralized
all Israel. s | J s _ B ; 1e SN\ /7 /] 14 this united kingdom actually
' Sy ' ; : [/ | ' was remains the same

What Happened: e X y e | ] ()1 . : 7, v uniresolved debate flagged

The elders of all Israel throughout this block.

. _ “So all the elders of Ismel came to tke kmg to Hebmn, |
come to David at Hebron ! :
and anoint him king over || | & and king David made a league with them in Hebron before
the unified nation. ¥  the LORD: and they anointed David king over Ismel el
' — 2 Samuel 5:3 (KJV) v e

ONE KING, ONE NATION

THE TEXT: e 3 : | 49 THE MESSAGE: Y N
A The elders of all Israel - : Y 4 . THE MEANING:

The text frames David’s
come to David at Hebron, What began as a

K bef . kingship as covenantal Lo h .
ek a couenanibaiore alone, David is recognized WP/ and God-attended, not s/ Fortial fulfillment
the Lord, and anoint him - e

; e W e \ e becomes complete.
king over a unified Israel. by the whole nation. merely political. =

“And David went on, and grew great, and the LORD God of hosts was with him.” — 2 Samuel 5:10 (KJV)

 ———— e ———————— =
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[EXCMP M The Ark Is Brought to Jerusalem | Cu itz

% Verse: David brings the Ark of the Covenant — absent from Israel's =
. . : : E : : e Ark had been out of
- 2 Samuel 6:1-19 (ASV) _ worship for a generation — into his new capital, dancing before _ national prominence for
N the Lord with unnestrained j joy. J decades — captured by the

Time: e ——— = N AR Philistines at Aphek,
Early-to-mid 10th Bl . X & - . F returned after afflictions,

" g b ¥ By : kept at Kiriath-jearim
before David retrieves it.

century BC.

Setting: David's uninhibited dancing

The processional KLY e ful Ry oy .’ [ X 2 é “with all his might” in a
route into Jerusalem. e R0 (@ TR 4 =g R Xary simple linen ephod

i AT O % DA A .. 4 provoked a notable
Key People: b\ a AT o ¥ ‘A g " A ! reaction from his wife

e A% " S A s Michal — real tension

David, the house

of Israel. Michal DR o O S— et W - between worship and
] . G = ; : A _

royal decorum.

- “And Davzd danced before Iehovah w;th all h;s m;ght
What Happened: ® and David was girded with a linen ephod. So David and
a?:’fel::.:ff:;,h;’:r;yfu, : . all the house of Israel brought up the ark of Jehovah
procession, dancing before B with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet.”

S i G 2 Samual 61415 (ASV) e
WORSHIP RESTORED TO THE CENTER

THE TEXT: _ THE STORY: THE MEANING:

s bt Yo\  After decades away, the $P\ THE MESSAGE:

: ‘ l Restoring God's presence
it \r:'ith all _his might in .- Ark retur-ns to the cent_er % ! Thfa tﬁ_:x? places ge:nulne, % > | to the center of national
/ a simple linen ephod, and Ni==2=1/ of worship — and David ‘ uninhibited worship ‘ .

offers burnt and peace P’/  sets aside royal dignity above royal decorum. life is worth celebrating

offerings. entirely to celebrate. without restraint.

“And they brought in the ark of]ehovah and set it in its place, in n the midst of the tent that David had plrched
for it; and David offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings before Jehovah.” — 2 Samuel 6:17 (ASV)
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_contexr 1 [ ~ Solomon Asks fOl‘._WlS_(i(;I-l

Verse: Given the chance to ask God for anything, Solomon requests wisdom
1 Kings 3:3-15 ) to govern well rather than riches, long life, or victory over enemies.

J

'-1,"7 __.____f—‘.!-'-u

HISTORICAL CONTE\I

Solomon’s request occurs at
Gibeon, reflecting the period
before the Jerusalem temple’s
construction, when sacrificial

Time:
Early in Solomon’s

reign, ¢. 971/970 BC worship at various high places

was still ongoing practice.

Setting: ——— = NSNS ORI - "k
Gibeon, “the great » Pt

high place,” before S s s :
the Jerusalem temple’s ' . Lz - later, more famous demonstration

construction i : . . - " ), of the wisdom granted here —
'S : ) v = his judgment between two
Key People: ; women disputing a child
Solomon . { (1 Kings 3:16—28).

This episode sets up Solomon’s

What Happened: %  “Give your servant therefore an understandmg heart to Judge
God appears to Solomon | your people, that I may discern between good and evil;

in a dream at Gibeon and . . .
Stora &5 gt Sadhig for who is able to judge this great people of yours?”

Solomon requests wisdom,
and God grants it plus riches o e — 1 Klngs 3: 9 {WEB)

WISDOM OVFR WEAI TH

THE TEXT: . 45, THE STORY: . THE MESSAGE: W THE MEANING:

d | ing; . : = = {
L ﬁ: % Sif:effr ?v?s‘:i:;nt:r;;f:::g At the very start of his reign, W 4 | God grants not only what y e What a leader asks for
well rather than riches, long == Solomon’s defining request o o Solomon asked for but v first reveals what they
life, or victory over enemies. : §”  reveals what he values as king. g what he didn’t ask for. ' - actually value.

“behold, I hm'e dmw according to your — Pc’hm’d I have given you a wise and urm'w srm?dlng hf’ar
so that there has been no one like you before you, and after you none will arise like you.’ | Kim,s 12 (W FB)




C ONTEXT

Verse:
1 Kings 6:1-38 (BSB)

Time (Contested):

“480th year after the Exodus, 4th
year of Solomon’s reign” (c. 966 BC)
— this verse is the primary textual
anchor for the early-date Exodus
chronology; late-date scholars read
“480 years"” as a symbolic/
generational round number.

Setting:
The temple construction site
in Jerusalem.

Key People:
Solomon, stonemasons
and craftsmen.

What Happened:

Solomon builds a permanent
temple in Jerusalen; God
tells him the building
guarantees nothing without
Israel’s continued obedience.

THE TEXT

1 Kings 6 records the
construction of Solomon’s
temple — dimensions,
materials, craftsmanship —
beginning in his

fourth regnal year.

e m——

\
1

“As for this i‘emple yuu are hmidlng If you walk in J\Iy statutes, (.(1?!1' out ﬁfy ordinance
all My commandments by walking in them, I will fulfill through y
_And I will dwell among the Israelites (md will not abandon My people Israel.”

—— e —— e s w o e .

Solomon Builds the Temple

Solomon builds a permanent house for God’s presence in Jerusalem —
but God’s own words make clear the building means nothing without obedience.

“In the four hundred and e:ghtzerh year after the Israel:tes
had come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of
Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, the

second month, he began to build the house of the LO.

) 1 mgs 6:1 (BSB)

_._.__,___a.._._._ v R e

e ——

THE STORY:

The tabernacle's portable
tent-worship is finally
replaced by a permanent
house for God's
presence.

THE MESSAGE:

God's own words during
construction make the
condition explicit: obedience
is what matters,

not the building.

S

HISTORICAL C ONTE\T

@ 1 Kings 6:1's “480 years” figure

is genuinely read two diffeent
ways by serious scholars on
both sides of the early/late
Exodus-date question.

No physical remains of
Solomon’s temple have been
or could be found — the
Temple Mount cannot be
excavated; archaeologists
rely on comparative proxy
structures like the Iron Age
temple at ‘Ain Dara in Syria.

THE MEANING:

A magnificent structure
is not the same thing
as a faithful nation.

, and keep
ou the promise I made to your father David.
— 1 Kings 6:12—13 (BSB)_




1 Kings 11:1-43 (KJV)

A

Time:

931/930 BC — one of
the most firmly anchored
dates in this collection,
cross-checked against
Pharaoh Shoshenq I's
own Egyptian campaign
records.

Setting:
Jerusalem, late in
Solomon’s reign.

Key People:
Solomon, Rehoboam.

What Happened:

Solomon’s foreign wives
turn his heart toward other
gods; God announces the
kingdom will be torn from
his line; Solomon dies,
succeeded by Rehoboam.

" The Death of Solomon

Solomon’s foreign wives turn his heart toward other gods in his old age,

and God announces the kingdom will be torn away from his line.

“And the LORD was angty wzth Soloman because hzs heart was
turned from the LORD God of Israel, which had appeared unto him
twice... Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this

is done of thee... I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will
gwe it to thy servant G — Klngs 11 19— 11 (KJV)

A DIVIDED LEGACY

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

@® Solomon’s death is anchored

via the Shoshenq I/Shishak
Egyptian synchronism —
Shoshenq’s own Karnak
relief records his campaign
into Judah in Rehoboam’s
fiftth year, one of the
strongest external
chronological anchors

in this collection.

God’s anger that Solomon’s
heart “had turned away...
after he had appeared to
him twice” refers back to
two specific earlier
appearances (the Gibeon
dream and a second
appearance in

1 Kings 9:1-9).

THE TEXT:
In his old age, Solomon’s
foreign wives turn his heart
toward their gods. God
announces the kingdom
will be torn away, though
not in Solomon’s lifetime;
Solomon dies, succeeded
by Rehoboam.

“And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the CLty of David his farher'

THE MESSAGE:

The text names the

THE STORY:

The king who asked
for wisdom above all specific cause plainly —

else ends his reign Solomon disobeyed after ‘

with his own heart ., being warned twice
divided. directly by God.

and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead.” — 1 Kings 11:43 (KJV)

THE MEANING:

Solomon's death closes out
the united kingdom and
sets up the very split the
next card covers.




£
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CONTEXT

Verse:
1 Kings 12:1-24 (ASV)

Time:

931/930 BC —
Solomon’s death;
well-anchored via the
Shishak/Egyptian
synchronism.

Setting:
Shechem.

Key People
Rehoboam,
Jeroboam,
Israel’s elders.

What Happened:

Rehoboam rejects the

elders' counsel for a harsher
answer; ten tribes reject his
rule and break away, splitting
the kingdom into Israel (north)
and Judah (south).

Rehoboam’s harsh answer splits Solomon’s kingdom in two — ® The split’s Con\-’entlonal

and Scripture calls it the LORD’s own doing. :ﬁ;i;i:; lf”;:gr::::-

Shishak’s own Karnak relief
records a campaign into the
region shortly after.

® The text frames the split
as fulfilling a prior
prophetic word to
Jeroboam and states
plainly “it was a turn of
affairs brought about
by the LORD” — political
folly and divine sovereignty
affirmed together.

Shishak’s campaign struck

cities on both sides of the
“What portion have we in Davzd ? neither have we i new border — an early sign

inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: of vulnerability to outside
owers.
now see to thine own house, David. DOWSIS o
So Israel departed unto their tents.”

A
—1 Kings 12'16 (ASV) Cﬁ-b‘d

-

The Kingdoﬁq Is Divided s 5’ HISTORICAL CONTEXT

£

THE TEXT:

Rehoboam rejected the elders'
\ counsel for his young advisors'

harsher answer. Ten tribes
rejected his rule; Jeroboam
became their leader; Judah
alone stayed loyal to David's

THE STORY: _ THE ME_SSAGE. THE MEANING:
At Shechem, Israel asked { a 8 Human pride and folly are
I Rehoboam to ease Solomon’s g 2@l real causes, and Scripture i . Zoe
burdens. He answered with e names them — but it also ) . derailed by a king’s
threats, and the ten tribes \ ” insists this fulfilled the R failure.
- w— LORD’S own prtor word .

God’s plans aren’t




~ Ahab's Wicked Relgn

[srael's king marries a Baal-worshiping princess and B VERE e The Kurkh Monolith (Shalmaneser Il

S Fak e : : 1| 853 BC) names "Ahab the Israelite”
1 Kings 16:29-34 How makes idolatry the law of the land. B (02000 harcE ami 10,000

- e p— ’ > . 0 3 infantry at the Battle of Qargar —
Time: : o A e = e | ) kS N\ g the first extrabiblical mention of an
c. 874-853 BC | 2as ek , N = : ¥ K e A Israelite king by name.

e I. .\ o 2o : \ == : i R g T e/ ' The Samaria ivories (500+ fragments,
Setting: lel e 0, IR T ¥ e C Wi - e Y | 9th-8th c. BC) are widely associated
Samaria, capital of - | ; 5 =y =% 2 i 4 &F. b i.f 7 e with Ahab's "ivory house" (1 Kings
the Northern Kingdom { # f= 1\ et CREEn I R o (Y ' HE £ 22:39) — real evidence of Omride

! O AE N e M g - 7 wealth and Phoenician luxury, though
Key People: gy g/ O g Y e S AN Nt the ivories can't be dated precisely
Ahab, king of Israel; ™ $3) ai 1e i - Y e it _ T hi s 2 e s2f b enough to pin to Ahab's own reign
J ezeb:el his ¢ | =7 & e 7 e e 2 . Y ditly N specifically rather than his dynasty's
Sidonian/Phoenician | Ny - N, el o M .48 N SR broader 2 s

queen - . 3 g5 9 : . The Mesha Stele (c. 840 BC)
What H appened' | FlE ., Ragam. - | :rndependently E'eferencles the

R airios D eaabel i s As lf it had been a ltght rkmg for h:m to walk in the sins af B o House of Omri" (Ahab's dynasty) —
builds a temple and altar - £ Jeroboam the son of Nebat, he took as wife Jezebel the daughter ' Moabite-language confirmation of

to Baal in Samaria, and — | B3 of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went and served Baal E 3 it 2Omeide reglonslidominance s &L
in the text's own verdict — | = . and worshiped him.” — 1 Kings 16:31 (WEB) £ A ARV L i

does more to provoke the
Lord than any king of Israel

before him.

THE TEXT: ‘ 4 . THE STORY: ' p ’ THE MESSAGE: . THE MEANING:

1 Kings 16:29-34 records that : . j _ ;
RRab foigned 22 years, maried A generation after the split, / P Idolatry moves from - Compromise rarely stays

Jezebel, and built a temple and § the north doesn't just !:iriﬂ WAL | tolf:r_ated compri_amise to ; (e . small; unresistet!, it becomes
altar to Baal in Samaria, along , L || from Goc_l — its own king , | . official state policy, and = / structural. Ahab s reign sets
with an Asherah pole. The text N’ formally installs a rival god's ' P/ the text names this | \ P/ up the next card's

states flatly that he did more to = worship at the highest level, —— escalation explicitly as —— confrontation — someone
provoke the Lord than all the ' backed by a foreign queen ' evil, not merely a has to answer wha's

kings of Israel before him. determined to enforce it. political marriage alliance. actually God in Israel.

e ———— e e

“Ahab made the Asherah; and Ahab did more yet to provoke Yahweh, the God of Israel, to ange}
than all the kings of Israel who were before him.” — 1 Kings 16:33 (WEB)
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s GeNmEXE | Elijah on Mount Carmel

Verse . One prophet challenges all Israel to stop wavering B 2 The traditional site — the Muhraka
1 ngs 18:16-40 | & _ between .twc? %Ods — and God answers by fire. on the Carmel ridge — is a long-held
LI BASELGR 3 i pilgrimage identification, not an
Tlme ok 5 e A archaeologically fixed event-site.
mid-9th century BC, ' . - ) 7% vy TRl e )
during Ahab's reign p—— e e e ki 2 0 Baal, the chief Canaanite storm/
&= 2 _ . - Y & Lt £% fertility deity known from the
Ugaritic tablets at Ras Shamra, was
believed to control rain and lightning

Setting
Mount Carmel ridge,
before assembled Israel

and 450 prophets of Baal | : . B R SN2 b A A — his own epithet was "He Who

{ B : R o~ L Rides on the Clouds.” The fire-and-
Kf:y People ; AR ! ' - : e 2 f drought contest deliberately
Elijah, prophet of the Lord; ' ' : . R N ™ challenges Baal on his own

Ahab, king of Israel; the : . B : = ES 1 : ;
prophets of Baal - _ (A =3 - claimed domain.

What Happened o low ong will yTu go imiping e The 450 prophets of Baal and 400

?
Elijah challenges Israel to | - between two different opinions? B Tt B\ lierah "whicleat arlecbils
choose between the Lord - : - If the Lord is GOd follow hlm o . ’ table” (18:19) tie this confrontation

and Bagl‘then calls down _.  but if Baal, then follow him.” - 2 - i directly back to the state-sponsored

fire from heaven onto a > = ; 5
water-soaked altar, proving o 28 | Kings 18:21 (ESV) P g T Baal worship Ahab and Jezebel
the Lord alone is God. ¥ Ty e e L institutionalized i in the prewous card.

m THE STORY: . THE MESSAGE THE MEANING:
1 Kings 18: 16-40 records Elijah s @ After Ahab's reign made Baal The contest is framed around gesem Carmel presses the same question

summoning Israel and the prophets worship the law of the land, one indecision — "limping between % @) on every reader: not "does God

:,fhl-ziaévt;. gg&n;ﬁi\i?;rzg,ugl:: :': SCtiod prophet stands alone against 450 two opinions” — not ignorance. . ~  exist,” but which god actually

Baal's prophets cry out for hours with and stakes everything on a single Israel already knows the choice; gets followed when it costs
no response; Elijah prays once, and public test with no face-saving God answers decisively enough something to choose.

fire falls, consuming the offering, outcome possible for either side. to remove the excuse.
wood, stones, dust, and water. -9 y.

—==%= “The Lord, he is God; the Lmd he is God ” — 1 Kings 18:39 (ESV)

)J—+— THE GOD WHO ANSWERS BY FIRE —s=—(




 CONTEXT

Verse:
2 Kings 2:1-15 (BSB)

Time:
mid-9th century BC,

toward the end of the
Omride dynasty

Setting:
an open plain near
the Jordan River

Key People:

Elijah, prophet of the
Lord; Elisha, his successor

What Happened:

Elijah is carried up to heaven

in a whirlwind by chariots

and horses of fire, and his
prophetic spirit visibly rests

on Elisha, his chosen successor.

THE TEXT:

Elijah Taken Up to Heaven

Elijah s ministry ends not in death but in a fiery ascent,

as his mantle passes to Elisha.
N

they were walkmg along and talkmg together,
cuddenly a chariot of fire with horses of fire appemed
and separated the two of them,
and Elijah went up into heaven in a whirlwind.”
— 2 ngs 2:M (BSB)

@ Elijah is one of only two named
individuals in the Hebrew Bible

said to be taken up without dying —

the other being Enoch

(Genesis 5:24) — a pattern later
invoked in Malachi 4:5’s promise
that “Elijah” would return before
the day of the Lord.

The Jordan crossing (2:8, 2:14)
deliberately echoes Joshua’'s
earlier crossing into the land
(Joshua 3) — a recognized
literary parallel between two
leader-to-successor transitions,
not a claim about a fixed
excavated location.

Elisha’s request for “a double
portion” of Elijah’s spirit (2:9)
reflects the ancient Near Eastern
legal custom of a firstborn son's
double inheritance share (cf.
Deuteronomy 21:17) — he's
asking to be recognized as
Elijah’s true prophetic heir.

THE STORY: R THE MESSAGE:

The prophet who stood alone Prophetic authority in Israel
against 450 prophets of Baal isn't self-generated; it's
doesn't fade out quietly — given‘. witsezseﬂ, .:anci

his ministry ends in the most transferred. Elisha's torn - 2
dramatic exit possible, robe and bowed reception outlives its messengers
up Elijah's fallen cloak, and the witnessed rather than private, confirm publicly that God’s T when it's faithfully handed
prophetic company recognizes and immediately handed work continues past any one to the next one.

“the spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” forward. man.

2 Kings 2:1-15 records Elijah and
Elisha traveling together toward
the Jordan, Elisha refusing to
leave his side, and Elijah being
taken up in a whirlwind by fire
while Elisha watches. Elisha picks

THE MEANING:

Legacy matters more than
any single life. God's work

“When the sons of the prophets who were watc:}hling him from Jericho saw what had happened,
rhey said, ‘The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they went to meet him and bowed down to the ground before him.”
S ot N bR S B i SR ) A g {2 e e i i e 8 e




: CONTEXT

Verse:
2 Kings 5:1-19

Time:
mid-9th century BC,
during Elisha's ministry

Setting:
the Jordan River;
Aram-Damascus and Israel

Key People:

Naaman, commander of the
army of Aram; Elisha, prophet
of the Lord; an unnamed
Israelite servant girl

What Happened:

Naaman, a leprous Syrian
general, is healed by dipping
seven times in the Jordan at
Elisha's instruction, and
confesses that the Lord
alone is God.

THE TEXT:

2 Kings 5:1-19 records Naaman,
a leprous Aramean general,
traveling to Israel on the word
of a captive servant girl, being
told by Elisha simply to wash
seven times in the Jordan, and
being healed after initially
refusing out of pride.

The Healing of Naaman

A foreign general — Israel’s enemy — is healed through
a prophct simple word and a Laptlve glrl testlmom

E ¢, “Then went he down and d:pped h:mself seven times in
. Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his
Y flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, &
and he was dean. — 2 ngs 5 14 (KI V) o

THE STORY:

Israel's own enemy — not a
citizen, guided only by a
nameless captive girl's
testimony — receives the
miracle many in Israel itself
never sought, through the
plainest possible instruction
rather than an impressive ritual.

THE MESSAGE:

God's healing and revelation
in this era aren't rationed to
Israel's own borders or the
powerful; they reach a
foreign general through an
unnamed captive, and require
humbling obedience, not
grandeur, to receive.

® Aram-Damascus is independentiy

well-documented as a major regional power
in the Sth century BC — the same Kurkh
Monolith coalition-list naming Ahab also
names 'Hadadezer of Damascus,’
confirming Aram-Damascus's real

military weight, consistent with Naaman's
high rank in the text.

The text notes Aram and Israel were not
in open war at this moment — the unlikely
turning point is an unnamed captive
*young girl...on one of the raids® (5:2),

a detail about the story's own structure.

Naaman's confession — “there is no God
in all the earth but in Israel" (5:15) —
one of the Old Testament's clearest
Gentile confessions of the Lord's
exclusive claim, a theme Jesus himself
later invokes (Luke 4:27).

THE MEANING:

Naaman's confession models
the response the whole
exercise is aimed at:

a proud outsider brought

to acknowledge the Lord
through an ordinary act of
humble obedience.

“And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him:

and he smd Bchold now I lmuw that rhere is no God in a!l the earth, but in Israel:

— 2 Kings 5:15 (KJV)
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'"_CONTEXT

Verse:
Hosea 1:1-3:5 (ASV)

Time:

c. 786-722 BC

(across Jeroboam II's
reign to shortly before
Samaria's fall), per the
book’s own superscription

Setting:
the Northern Kingdom

of Israel, Hosea's
own household

Key People:
Hosea, prophet;
Gomer, his wife;
their children

What Happened:

God commands Hosea to
marry a woman who will

be unfaithful, turning his

own marriage into a living
metaphor for Israel’s

covenant unfaithfulness to God.

THE TEXT
Hosea 1-3 records God commanding
the prophet to marry Gomer, a

¥ woman who would prove unfaithful,
and to name their children with
symbolic names of judgment —
then commanding him to pursue
and redeem her again despite
her unfaithfulness.

S w:ll heal thezr backslzdmg,

1 Hosea's Prophec1es

God turns a prophet's own broken marriage into

:L-.ﬂ“__,_ Yy -

a living picture of Israel's unfaithfulness — and his relentless love.

“When Jehovah spake at the ﬁrst by Hosea fehovah
said unto Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredom
and children of whoredom; for the land doth commit
great whoredom, departing from Jehovah.”

THE STORY

While Jeroboam Il's Israel enjoys
unprecedented prosperity, God
has one prophet live out, in his
own household and at real
personal cost, exactly what the
nation's spiritual unfaithfulness
looks and feels like from

the lnsn:ia

— Hosea _1 2 (ASV)

@® Hosea 1:1's own superscription places

THE MESSAGE

Israel's covenant unfaithfulness
isn't abstract in Hosea's telling—
it's marital betrayal, and the pain
of a spouse who keeps loving
anyway is the closest human
analogy the text offers for

how God experiences it.

I will Iove them freely, for mine anger is turned away from hzm

his ministry across Jeroboam Il and
four kings of Judah — one of the
longest prophetic ministries in the
Old Testament if taken at face value,
though this is the text's own claim
about its placement, not an
independently verified external date.

Jeroboam Il's reign (c. 786—746 BC)
is elsewhere described (2 Kings
14:23-29) as Israel's most
prosperous and militarily successful
period in generations — yet Hosea
prophesies precisely during this
high point, denouncing the moral
corruption beneath the prosperity.

Hosea's repeated wordplay against
Bethel — calling it "Beth Aven"
("house of wickedness,” 4:15, 10:5) —
targets the golden-calf shrine
Jeroboam | established there
generations earlier, tying Hosea's
message directly back to the
kingdom’s founding sin. E

THE MEANING

The book's arc from judgment
to restored love frames God's
pursuit of an unfaithful people
as costly, personal, and
unwilling to let go— a pattern
the reader is invited to see
themselves inside.

— Hosea I4 4 (A_S‘lf)




CONTEXT

Isalah 1:1-31 (WEB)

Tlme:

c. 740-680s BC
(Isaiah’s overall ministry);
chapter 1 most plausibly
during Ahaz'’s reign, per
most commentators.

Setting:
Jerusalem (Zion)

Key People:
Isaiah, prophet

What Happened:

Isaiah indicts Jerusalem for
moral corruption despite its
outward religious observance,
and promises God will restore
what sin has ruined.

rg,.,
|
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Isaiah Complams of Zion's Corruptlon

A city meant to be faithful and just

has become corrupt — and God calls it back w1th both 1nd1ctment and hope.

“How the farthﬁd city has become a prostitute!!
She was full of justice. Righteousness lodged in her,
but now there are murderers.”’

— Isaiah 1:21 (WEB)

THE TEXT:

Isaiah 1 records the prophet
indicting Jerusalem for empty
religious ritual alongside real
injustice — oppressed widows

and orphans, corrupted leadership

— while promising God will
restore judges and cousselors

@ isalah 1:1's superscnphon spans
four Judean kings, placing his
overall ministry at roughly
740-680s BC — the text's own
claim, Most commentators
associate chapter 1's indictment
with the moral decline under
Ahaz, but that's an inference
from content, not a stated fact
in the chapter itself.

Personifying the city as a
“faithful city" turned "whore"
(1:21) is a recognized prophetic
literary convention, also used
independently by Hosea around
the same era — a shared
prophetic idiom, not a
coincidence requiring separate
explanation.

Isaiah's ministry overlaps
directly with the Assyrian
crisis under Sennacherib
narrated later in this collection,
making chapter 1 the prophetic
overture to a crisis covered in
more historical detail a few
cards later.

I FAITHFUL CITY TURNED CORRUPT

THE STORY: THE MESSAGE:

A city that once modeled Ritual observance without
justice under David and justice doesn't satisfy God's
Solomon has drifted into
going-through-the-motions
religion while its actual
conduct toward the vulnerable

hanrea'iﬂs gap patiisly:

framing; the indictment and
the restoration promise are
two halves of the same
message.

covenant demands in Isaiah’s

THE MEANING

Isaiah 1 sets the tone for the
whole book and this era:
judgment is real, but so is the
offer of being called back — a
pattern that recurs across the
rest of this Timeline's exile-
and-return arc.

as at the flrst if the cnty repents.

“I will restore your;udges as at the first, and your counselors as at the begmnmg
Afterward you shall be called ‘The city of r:ghfeousness, afazthful town.”” — — Isaiah 1:26 (WEB)




CONTEXT

2 Kings 17:1-6 (BSB)

Time:
c. 732-722 BC

Setting:
Samaria, capital of the
Northern Kingdom

Key People:

Hoshea, last king of Israel;
Shalmaneser V and
Sargon Il of Assyria

What Happened:

Hoshea rebels against
Assyria by seeking help
from Egypt instead, triggering
a three-year siege that

ends with Samaria’s fall

and Israel's deportation.

THE TEXT

2 Kings 17:1-6 records Hoshea's
reign, his secret appeal to Egypt
for help against Assyria, his
imprisonment by the Assyrian
king, and the resulting three-
year siege ending in Samaria's
fall and Israel's deportation.

...)
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Hoshea, the Last King of Israel

I
A failed rebellion against Assyria |[
triggers the siege that ends the northern kmgdom for good ﬁg

3,
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“Bur the king of Assyr:a discovered that Hoshea had conspired
to send envoys to King So of Egypt, and that he had not paid
tribute to the king of Assyria as in previous years. Therefore

the king of Assyria arrested Hoshea and put him in prison.”
—2 Klngs 17:4 (BSB)

.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Sargon II's Nimrud Prism states:

“l besieged and conquered Samaria,
led away as booty 27,290
inhabitants of it" — real external
corroboration of the city's fall,
from a source with no motive to
flatter the biblical account.

A genuine discrepancy: 2 Kings 17:6

attributes the capture to
Shalmaneser V, while Sargon Il's
own inscriptions claim personal
credit. Common scholarly
resolution: Shalmaneser V largely
completed the siege but died or
was succeeded near the city's fall,
and Sargon Il claimed the
conquest for his own annals — a
real, still-debated wrinkle.

Hoshea's fatal turn to “So, king of
Egypt” (17:4) instead of trusting
God reflects the same pattern of
desperate foreign alliances Hosea
explicitly condemned during this

THE LAST_ KING OF A DYING KINGDOM

THE STORY: THE MESSAGE:

Two centuries after the kingdom The text frames Hoshea's failure
split, the northern kingdom's as political short-sightedness
last king gambles on a foreign compounding generations of
power instead of the God who covenant unfaithfulness —
warned his nation for Assyria is the immediate cause,

generations, and loses but not presented as the
everything the gamble was

meant to protect.

THE MEANING:

A kingdom that spent two
centuries wavering between

the Lord and rival gods and
alliances runs out of road here —
the northern kingdom ends
permanently, setting up the next
card's fuller explanation.

“In the ninth year Of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and carried . away the Israelites to Assyr:a
where he sertled them in Halah, m Gozan by Ihe Habor River, and in the czrzes of the Medes ”— 2 Kings 17:6 (BSB)




CONTEXT

Israel Led into Captivity e e I

The text pauses to explain, in its own terms,

e This passage is the biblical historian’s own |
explicit theological commentary on the

2 Kings 17:7-23 preceding narrative — it interprets the

— ___t;_-,__— =
Time:
722 BC (or 723 BC,
depending on reckoning
convention)
Setting:
Samaria and the roads
leading out of Israelite
territory toward Assyria

S v ————r

Key People:
the people of Israel,
collectively; the biblical
historian narrating

What Happened.:

Following Samaria’s fall, the
text steps back to explain
the exiﬁe theologically —
persistent idolatry and
covenant unfaithfulness
despite generations of

._.}.

prophetic warning, not 1 L)

Assyrian military strength
alone.

THE TEXT

2 Kings 17:7-23 pauses the narrative
of Samaria’s fall to explain it
theologicallﬁ. Israel sinned against
the Lord, who delivered them from
Egypt, feared other gods, followed
the customs of surrounding nations,
and rejected the warnings of "every

why the northern kingdom really fell.

“For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned against
the LORD their God, which had brought them up out of the
land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt,

- and had feared other gods.” — 2 Kings 17:7 (KJV)

THE STORY

Right after recounting the military
and political mechanics of the fall
in the previous card, the text
insists on telling the deeper story
underneath it — two centuries of
accumulated unfaithfulness finally

4P\ THE MESSAGE

Military defeat, in the text's own
framing, is the visible surface of
an invisible covenant failure —
Assyria is the instrument, not
the ultimate explanation.

fall as covenant violation (idolatry,
following "the customs of the nations,”
17:8; rejecting repeated prophetic
warning, 17:13-14), distinct from the
external Assyrian corroboration covered
in the previous card.

Sargon II’s recorded deportation figure
(27,290, per the Nimrud Prism) represents
Samaria’s own population at the fall,
not the entire Northern Kingdom's —
which was almost certainly larger and
dispersed; the precise total deported is
not independently quantified in either
source.

2 Kings 17:24 (just after this card’s
scope) describes Assyria resettling the
region with foreign peoples — the
beginning of what later becomes the
distinct Samaritan population/identity

referenced elsewhere in Scripture
(e.g., John 4).

THE MEANING

This is the collection’s clearest
statement that consequences
aren’t random; they trace back to
choices made and warnings
ignored across generations — a
sobering thread that runs into

Judah's own story later in this

1
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prophet and every seer” sent to them. ¥ catching up with the nation. v WP collection.

“Until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said by all his servants the prophets.
So was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto this day.” — 2 Kings 17:23 (KJV)




Verse:
2 Kings 18:13-19:37 (ASV)

Time:
701 BC

Setting:

Jerusalem’s walls and
the Assyrian siege
camp outside them

Key People:

Sennacherib, king of Assyria;
Hezekiah, king of Judah;
Isaiah, prophet

What Happened:

Sennacherib besieges Jerusalem
after conquering Lachish and
other Judean cities, but the
siege ends not in conquest but
in a sudden catsstrophic loss

for the Assyrian army and
Sennacherib's retreat.

S e,
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Sennacherib Threatens Jerusalem

Assyria’s king mocks God and threatens Jerusalem’s destruction —

but the siege ends in Assyrlan disaster, not conquest

T T e P

“And it came to pass that mght that thr:’ angel of Jehovah went forth,

and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred fourscore and five

thousand: and when men arose early in the morning, behold, these

were all dead bodies.”

— 2 Kings 19:35 (ASV)

THE TEXT:

2 Kings 18-19 records Sennacherib's

officers openly mocking God and
threatening Jerusalem’s destruction,
Hezekiah laying their letter into the
temple in prayer, Isaiah’s prophetic
response, and a sudden catastrophic

THE STORY:

Fresh off conquering Lachish
and other Judean cities, Assyria's
king stands outside Jerusalem's
own walls making the same
taunts that worked everywhere
else — and for the first time in

=

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

@ Sennacherib’s own Taylor Prism boasts

of shutting Hezekiah up “like a bird in
a cage” in Jerusalem and receiving
tribute — but conspicuously never
claims to have captured the city
itself, unlike his formulaic conquest
claims elsewhere (including Lachish).
A notable argument from silence in
an inscription meant to record
victories.

The Lachish Reliefs — over 40 feet of

stone relief from Sennacherib's own
palace at Nineveh, now in the British
Museum — depict this same 701 BC
campaign’s siege and capture of
Lachish in detail, independentty
corroborating the campaign’s real
scale, even though the reliefs
commemorate Lachish's fall, not
Jerusalem’s failed siege.

The 185,000-casualty figure attributed
to “the angel of the Lord" (19:35) has
no direct archaeological corroboration.
Herodotus (Histories 2.141) separately
preserves a garbled folk memory of a
sudden Assyrian disaster in the same
region — a suggestive parallel
tradition, not corroborating evidence
for the specific figure, which remains
a matter of scriptural testimony alone.
o | T I i

LED
THE MESSAGE:

The text frames the outcome

as a direct response to
Sennacherib’s specific blasphemy
against the Lord, not merely
Judah's military resilience —
Hezekiah's prayer and Isaiah’s

THE MEANING:

Set against Israel's fall just one
generation earlier for the same
underlying unfaithfulness,
Jerusalem's survival here isn’t
presented as Judah becoming
different, but as God acting better —

loss in the Assyrian camp that ends it's God answering a specific prayer
the siege without Jerusalem falling. ata speciﬁc moment of crisis.

“So Sennacher:b ixmg of Assyrm departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nmeveh —2 ngs 19:36 (45‘/’)

this collection, they don't work. word precede the reversal.




~ The Call of Jeremlah

God tells a hesitant young man he was known and '1pp01nted
before birth, then sends hlm to speak hard words to natlons.

H]STORICAL CONTEXT

_ CONTEXT

. Verse:
Jeremiah 1:1-10

| o Jeremiah 1:2 places his call in Josiah's 13th year
(627/626 BC by conventional reckoning) — the
text's own claim, occurring roughly five years
before the discovery of the law scroll that
triggered Josiah's major reforms (2 Kings 22:3,
622 BC).

| Jeremiah's objection — "I do not know how to
speak, for I am only a youth" (1:6) — echoes a
recognized pattern in Old Testament call
narratives (Moses in Exodus 4:10, Gideon in
Judges 6:15), a documented literary convention
across multiple leadership-call accounts.

Time:
627/626 BC (13th year
of King Josiah of Judah)

Setting:
' Judah, late in
. Josiah's reign

| Key People:
. Jeremiah, called as a
young man; Josiah, king

of Judah
What Happened:

| God calls Jeremiah before
| he was born, commissions
him as a prophet to the
nations despite his own
hesitation, and puts words
of both jud
in his mo

e Jeremiah's ministry, from this 627 BC call,
continues per the book's own record through
Jerusalem's fall in 587/586 BC and beyond —
making him the prophet whose ministry
spans this entire block's arc.

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you. Before you were born,
I sanctified you. I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
— Jeremiah l 5 (WEB)

iment and hope

i

KNOWN AND CALLED BEFORE BIRTH

4P THE STORY  THE MESSAGE
| The call precedes both Jeremiah's

In the middle of Josiah's
reform era, God calls one more readiness and his consent; his
hesitation is met not with

prophet — not to a triumphant
sl i e e b b 1 reassurance that it will be easy
but with a direct commission

assignment spanning the darkest
anyway.

(@B THE TEXT
\ Jeremiah 1:1—10 records God telling
| young Jeremiah he was known and
\ .,,-.‘ ,,' set apart before birth, appointing him

3 a prophet to the nations, overriding
his objection that he's only a youth,
and touchm§ his mouth to put words
in it — words to "pluck up and break
| down...to build and to plant."

THE MEANING

88 Jeremiah's calling "before you
were born" frames identity and
purpose as something given, not
self-authored — a theme
resonating well beyond this
specific prophet ] story

£

chapter this collection covers, |
Jerusalem's own eventual fall.

“Then Yahweh stretched out his hand and touched my mouth. Then Yahweh said to me, ‘Behold,

I have put my words in your mouth. Behold, I have today set you over the natmns and over the l\uwdoms
to uproot and to tear down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant." — Jeremiah 1:9-10 (WEBI




CONTEXT [ 5> HISTORICAL CONTEXT ﬂ

| ® A genuine, high-stakes, unresolved scholarly
split: Daniel's authorship/dating. Conservative/
evangelical scholarship holds the traditional |

Daniel Refuses the King’s Portion

Verse | 3 Taken captive to Babylon as a young man, Daniel resolves not to

Daniel 1:1-21

@

Time {Contested)
event c. 605 BC; the book's
own authorship/composition
date is a separate, genuinely
cuntested questwn — see bu]]ets

Settmg

| the Babylonian royal court's
training quarters,
Nebuchadnezzar s Babylon
Key People
Daniel; Hananiah, Mishael,
Azariah (his three companions) |f

_ Wilat Happened

Daniel and his three friends ,_
resolve not to defile themselves |

defile himself — and God gives him wisdom beyond all others in the kingdom.

6%-century-BC date (Daniel as eyewitness-
author). Mainstream critical scholarship
largely dates composition to the 2nd century
BC (c. 167-164 BC), reading its detailed
'predictions’ as ex eventu prophecy —

a reading first proposed by the pagan
philosopher Porphyry, still dominant in
non-evangelical scholarship. Neither side
settled; state both plainly.

Daniel's precise reason for refusing 'the
king's food and...wine' (1:8) isn't stated in
the text — common explanations include
Levitical dietary law, food offered to
Babylonian gods, or covenant loyalty.
Genuinely underdetermined.

Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar I is
independently and extensively documented

: "Bur Dame! resolved that he would not deﬁle h:mse!f

with the king's food, or with the wine that he drank.” one of the ancient world's most powerful
Baid R — Daniel 1:8 (ESV} o empires — establishing plausibility without
by on. — ! e e s e e g Ll Cang s iﬁc episode.

THE TEXT THE STORY THE MEANING :

B Daniel 1 records Daniel and three Deported into the most powerful k' T
companions taken into Babylonian royal o ith n L f@) Daniel's small, unglamorous refusal_
training, Daniel's request to avoid the Daniel makes one small, deliberate | becomes the pattern for the rest of his
king's food and wine, their ten-day test, stand — over food — rather than story — conviction exercised in
and God granting them wisdom dissolving quietly into his new ordinary moments, long before the
more dramatic tests still to come.

with the king's food and wine,
and God grants them wisdom
surpassing every magician in

archaeologically (e.g., the Ishtar Gate) as

The text credits the outcome not
to Daniel's own cleverness but to
God's gift — resolve and divine
favor working together.

beyond all the wise men in Bahylon environment,

"And in ervery matter of wisdom and understandmg about which the kmg inquired of them. =
he found them ten tlmes better than all the magicians and enchanters that were in all his kmgdom. — Daniel 1:20 (ESV)

% RESOLVED, NOT COMPROMISED &
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CONTEXT

Verse
| Ezekiel 1:1-3:15

Time
593 BC (fifth year of
King Jehoiachin’s exile)

Setting

the Chebar canal, among
the Judean exile community
in Babylonia

Key People
Ezekiel, prophet and exile

What Happened

Ezekiel, already living among
fellow Judean deportees,
receives an overwhelming
inaugural vision of God’s glory
and is commissioned as a

THE TEXT

Ezekiel 1-3 records Ezekiel, living

among the exiles at the Chebar canal,

seeing an overwhelming vision of

God's glory, falling face-down, and
being commissioned to speak God'’s
words to his own rebellious, exiled

“And I came to the exiles at Tel-abib, who were d“ellmg by the Chebar canal, and I sat w ere the\ were dwelling.
And I sat there overwhelmed among them seven days.” — Ezekiel 3:15 (ESV)

Ezekiel's Prophecy at Chebar
Already an exile among exiles, Ezekiel receives an overwhelming
vision of God’s glory and is commissioned to prophesy to his own people.

THE STORY

A decade before Jerusalem
itself falls, God is already at
work among the community
already carried off — raising
up a prophet in exile, not only
in the homeland

"Like tke appearance of tke bow that is in the cloud on the day of X
rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all around... And when
I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speakmg

THE MESSAGE

The vision’s overwhelming glory
establishes Ezekiel’s authority
before a single word of judgment
or hope is spoken — his
message rests on having
genumely seen somethmg

S —— —_——
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® The exile community’s real, physical

existence in Babylonia is independently
documented by the 'Al-Yahudu’
cuneiform tablet archive — ordinary
economic records among Judean
deportees. Doesn’t confirm Ezekiel’s
specific vision, but confirms the setting.

“Chebar” is generally understood as a
major canal near Babylon or Nippur —
its precise modern identification remains
scholarly reconstruction, not a
definitively pinpointed location.

Ezekiel’s vision occurs a full decade
before Jerusalem’s final fall (587/586
BC) — his ministty to the exiled
community runs concurrently with
Jeremiah’s in Jerusalem.

THE MEANING
God’s presence and prophetic

word aren’t confined to
Jerusalem or the temple; they
reach a displaced community
be31de a farmgn canal.

% A VISION AMONG THE EXILES ¥




Key People:

CONTEXT

The Fall of Jerusalem 1

.“ﬂa- 77

After siege and famine, Jerusalem and the temple burn,
and Judah is carr 1u.‘1 into exile — the darkest pomt in the Old Testament’s story.

2 Kings 25:1-21 (BSB)

Time:
587 or 586 BC
(Contested — genuinely
debated between these
two adjacent years over
regnal-year reckoning
conventions; state both
as live options)
Setting:
Jerusalem, under
prolonged Babylonian
siege

Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon;
Zedekiah, last king
of Judah

What Happened:

After a prolonged siege and
famine, the Babylonians
breach, Jerusalem's walls,
burn the temple and city,
end the Davidic monarchy

—————— ———— . — —

&)

HISTORICAL C(}NTEXT J'f

e

® The fall's precise year (587 vs. 586 BC)

is a genuine, still-debated technical
chronology question resting on how
Zedekiah's regnal years are reckoned —
Albright dated it 587 BC, Thiele's
accession-year reckoning yields

586 BC. Flag honestly as unresolved
between two adjacent years.

® Nebuchadnezzar's earlier, first capture

“He burned down the house of the LORD, the myal palace
and all the houses of Jerusalem—every significant building.”

— - 2 Kings 25:9 (BSB)

for the present, and carry
Judah into exile.

THE TEXT

2 Kings 25:1-21 records the
Babylonian siege's final breach
of Jerusalem's walls, the burning
of the temple, the king's house,
and every great house in the
city, and the deportation of
Judah's remaining population
into exlle

THE STORY:

Everything Jeremiah warned
about across four decades

of ministry, and everything
Ezekiel prophesied from exile

a decade earlier, arrives at once —

the temple, the city, and the
monarchy all fall together.

THE CITY AND TEMPLE FALL

THE MESSAGE:

The text presents this not as
unforeseeable disaster but as the
long-warned consequence of
covenant unfaithfulness traced
since the kingdom split —
Assyria's earlier fate for Israel
repeats here for Judah, with the
same underlying exp!anation.

of Jerusalem (597 BC, deporting
Jehoiachin and beginning Ezekiel's
own exile) is independently and
precisely dated by the Babylonian
Chronicle to 2 Adar (16 March)

597 BC — one of the most exact
cross-checked dates in the Old
Testament. That confirmation covers
597 BC, not this card's own final
destruction, for which the extant
Babylonian Chronicle tablets have a
documentary gap (594-557 BC).

This event fulfills warnings given
decades earlier by both Jeremiah
(whose ministry spans 627 BC to
this destruction) and Ezekiel
(prophesying from exile) — the arc
this entire block has been

building toward.

THE MEANING:

This is the narrative low point of
the entire Old Testament arc —
but the next several cards in
this collection exist precisely
because it isn't the end of the
story; exile gives way to return.

/—y ) “Thc’w at Rrh!ah in rhe I(md r)f Hfmm.!h th(’ :‘amq uf Ba!}yfmz snuck Hzcm drm n cmd puz rhem m d’(*arh

S o \,:-
—he So Judah was taken into exile, aw ay from its own land.” — 2 KUIE{S 25:21 (BSB)
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_CONTEXT =" Daniel lnterprets the Handwrmng on the Wall |5

" ® Belshazzar's historicity was long disputed —
Verse: At a drunken feast using stolen temple vessels, a disembodied hand K HebrAeie k|:;llstsn;ﬁ1edp

Daniel 5:1-31 (KJV) g writes Babylon S Judument — md unl} Damel can IEdd it. Q. Nabonics as Babyjors st bing, andno
o i 3 other ancient source mentioned "Belshazzar.”

e B el TN ] o A PR T T e— =Sl The 1853 discovery of the Nabonidus

Time: LA - Cylinders at Ur (recording Nabonidus's
539 BC, the night Babylon : : i T prayer for “Belshazzar, the eldest son —
fell to the Persians/Medes; ey . i = e ¢ e my offspring”) resolved this: Belshazzar
“Darius the Mede,” who R T ") oAk - AL e =Ny $ i, was real, serving as co-regent while his
receives the kingdom, is 4 = : B O dh =N e father was away — also explaining why
Contested — his identity i . s : : ' il S Daniel is offered only the third-highest
isn't confirmed in any known i G iy = i e . - cow. 3N - -3 1 | position (5:16, 29), since Belshazzar was
extrabiblical source under \ A o = : 18 o already effectively “number two.” A genuine
that name, a genuinely L & - = ) 3 O P case of archaeology vindicating a detail
unresolved puzzle - y-1 15 HAR Lo . once dismissed as biblical error.

Setting: ' B € T ; T, A | @ “Darius the Mede" is not identified under
Belshazzar’s royal : R A . ~ e 3 that exact name in any known extrabiblical
banquet hall, Babylon " : . 3 3 ‘ > . . . 7 ! source — a real, still-unresolved puzzle.

; & , 4 . ; g aa Conservative scholarship proposes identifying
him with Gubaru (Ugbaru), the ral the
KEY People: g — i i o C e = Nabonidus Chronticlge records irg\::aelling
Belshazzar, Babylon's 0 P W — , & e, AL subgovernors in Babylon after its fall, or as
co-regent/last ruler; BT L -‘ TR : ,- & = ", Y e, et an alternativ name for Cyrus himself —
Daniel; “Darius T neither is universally accepted. State plainly:
the Mede"” : [ “And this is !h(* wn!zmr Hmz was written, l‘uH“\L UL \L, ILKJ:L, UPH AR SJ’\ unresolved, not a settled harmonization.
What Happened: g This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, T TR A T L &) s
ﬁ;lgﬂzazzzzgfﬁzﬁgms cefza'ﬁ;‘mffed it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed .'.‘n the balances, and ar.fﬁnu.zd n-'c‘z.nimg. i e ?ﬁg_c;tszewf?,ife;fm
looted from the Jerusalem PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.” . ex eventu composition) fully treated in
temple, a disembodied hand ' ' ) 4 . S the earlier Daniel card — cross-referenced
writes Babylon’s judgment / — Daniel 5: 25—28 (KJV ) < rather than re-argued here.
on the wall; only Daniel can = il : - - '

interpret it, and Belshazzar S SUGRY

|sk||ledthatsamenlght o WEIGHED AND FOUND WANTING ; - -
THE TEXT: = THE STORY i THE MESSAGE = THE MEANING:
Daniel 5 records Belshazzar's feast é Two decades after Nebuchadnezzar - The three-word verdict — o The empire that conquered Judah
using temple vessels looted from | looted Jerusalem'’s temple, his _ numbered, weighed, divided — ‘ @\ and looted its temple doesn't get
Jerusalem, a hand appearing to successor's court treats those same [ | frames Babylon's fall not as ) B L the last word — its own fall, on
write on the wall, Daniel alone L5 sacred vessels as party favors — oyt < random conquest but as ' ' the very night of its causal
interpreting the message as . and the judgment that follows . measured judgment for a desecration, closes out Babylon’s
Babylon’s imminent judgment, and connects directly back to that specific, identifiable offense role in this story and opens the
Bels hazzar's death that ety night. : original desecration. : _ against the Lord's own holy things. L X way for the return that follows.

“In that night was . Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median
took the fm“f[mn he‘mfr uhnm threescore and two years old.” Dmnu’ ?(J—u' f‘h H e




CONTEXT

Verse
Ezra 1:1-4

Time

538 BC (Cyrus's first year
over Babylon)

Setting

Babylon, under

new Persian rule

Key People

Cyrus, king of Persia;

the exiled heads of

Judah and Benjamin

What Happened —
Cyrus issues a decree
freeing the Jewish exiles
to return to Jerusalem
and rebuild the temple,
which the text presents as
a direct fulfillment of
Jeremiah's prophecy.

THE TEXT:

Ezra 1:1-4 records Cyrus, king
of Persia, issuing a decree in
his first year permitting the
Jewish exiles to return to
Jerusalem and rebuild the

temple, with royal encouragement

to support the effort materially.

The Proclamation of Cyrus

A pagan emperor’s heart is stirred to free the exiles
and fund the Iebulldmg of the Lord’s temple.

Ll a R

“Thus sm!h Cyrus lmg of Pu.sm

God of heaven; given me; and he harh rha;'
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whosoever ther
his God be r.-1':'th him, and let him g0 up to h‘

build the house

s among you e‘le‘ ' . :
isalem, which is in Judah, and

A PAGAN KING, GOD S INSTRUMENT

THE STORY:

Less than a single generation
after Babylon fell in judgment,
the exiles Babylon carried off
receive an unexpected,
foreign-sourced path home —
from the very empire that
conquered their conquerors.

THE MESSAGE:

The text credits this reversal to
Geod stirring Cyrus's heart and
fulfilling Jeremiah's specific
earlier prophecy — a pagan king
becomes, in the text's own
framing, an instrument of God's
stated purpose without himself

HISTORICAL CONTE‘(T

@ The Cyrus Cylinder (discovered 1879, British

Museum) is often overclaimed as “proof” of
this decree — it isn't. It never mentions
Jerusalem, the Jews, or the temple by name;
it documents Cyrus's restoration of
Babylonian cult centers and return of
Babylonian deportees to their own cities —
general Persian policy scholars read as
consistent with, and illus® fative of, the kind
of decree Ezra 1describes, but not a direct
record of it. Historians ofriod (e.g.,

Amélie Kuhrt) have explicitly cautioned
against overclaiming it. State this
distinction plainly.

Cyrus's decree is explicitly framed in the
text (Ezra 1:1) as fulfilling “the word of the
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah” — almost
certainly referencing Jeremiah's seventy-
year exile prophecy (Jeremiah 25:11-12;
29:10) — a textual/theological claim about
causation, distinct from the Cylinder
evidence above.

This decree marks the formal beginning of
what scholars call the “Second Temple
period” — the return, resettlement, and
temple-rebuilding project that occupies the
rest of this block.

THE MEANING:

The exile the collection has

traced since Israel's fall and

Judah's respective falls doesn't end in
permanent loss — it ends in an
unlikely door opening through a
foreign king's decree, setting up

the return and rebuilding the

worshlplng the Lord exclusively.

rest of this block covers.

“Then rose up the heads nfj(:rher houses of Judah and Ben;mmn and Hre pnmr‘s cmd Hu Levites, even
took the me:t ym, bei ing ahrmr threescc re cmu’ two years old.” 2 :




CONTEXT Complet1on and Dedication of the Temple "L HISTORICAL CONTEX

Varea: After decades of delay and opposition, JReL1SICUGRY D Your speit Nt S

temple's destruction (587/586 BC) and
Ezra 6:13-22 (WEB) lhe rebullt temple is f mshed, .md the retumul exiles Leleblate mth joy its rebuilding’s completion (516/515 BC)

approximates, without perfectly matching,
Jeremiah's prophesied "“seventy years"

Time:
516/515 BC
(sixth year of Darius |)

of exile (Jeremiah 25:11-12; 29:10) —
a genuine but roughly-fulfilled pattern;
the exact figure can be reckoned from

more than one defensible starting/
ending point.

Setting:
the rebuilt temple
courtyard in Jerusalem

@ The rebuilding project faced real,
extended opposition and delay
recorded elsewhere in Ezra (chapters
4-5) — including a suspension of
work for over a decade — before
Darius I's decree reaffirmed Cyrus's
original permission. Real political
friction, not smooth continuous

Key People:

Darius |, king of Persia;
the returned priests, . Yl \ da - ; :
Levites, and exiles ] . (2 . g ' - ? .. progres_s.

. @ Darius I's reign (522-486 BC) is

| independently and extensively
documented (e.g., the Behistun
Inscription), giving strong confidence
in the reign’s dates, though no artifact
from his reign directly confirms this
specific temple-completion decree
beyond the biblical text itself.

What Happened:
After years of delay and
opposition, the second
temple is completed
under Darius I's renewed

“This !’muw was finished on the rhnd day of the mnm‘h Adar,
which was in the sixth year r_.;f the reign of Darius the king.”

es, and the rest
support, and the returned JIg 2 L
e celicataland Lht rzf.er.urz q,‘{ . this
celebrate Passover . . od with jc ‘WEB)

SEVENTY YEARS FULFILLED

THE STORY: THE MESSAGE:

Roughly seven decades after The text presents this completion
Nebuchadnezzar bumed the first as the substantial, if not year-for-year {
temple, and about two decades after precise, fulfillment of Jeremiah's }
Cyrus's initial decree stalled under seventy-year exile prophecy —

returned exiles celebrating its real local opposition, the project the promise doesn't ammive on a

dedication and the Passover finally reaches completion under perfectly tidy timetable, but it arrives.

with great joy. new king's backing.

'I‘HE MEANING

The gap between promise and
fulfiliment here — decades of
delay, opposition, and false starts
before real completion — models
costly, hard-won restoration
rather than instant reversal.

THE TEX'I‘

Ezra 6:13-22 records the temple's
completion in Darius I's sixth year
after Persian royal support overcame
years of local opposition, and the

and }'um’ turne u’ u’u Fu art uf fh: king uj 1 1_,.-'1‘f'u to them, to strengthen their hands in the work of God,
the God fg} Israel’s se.” — Ezra 6:22 (WEB)
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CONTEXT

Verse:
Esther 2:1-18 (BSB)

Time:
reign of “Ahasuerus,” most

widely identified with Xerxes |
(486-465 BC) (Contested)

Setting:
the Persian royal palace
at Susa

Key People:

Esther, a Jewish orphan;
Mordecai, her cousin/
guardian; Ahasuerus,
the Persian king

What Happened:

Esther, raised by her cousin
Mordecai and concealing
her Jewish identity at his
instruction, is chosen queen
of the Persian empire in
place of Vashti.

THE TEXT:

Esther 2:1-18 records a Jewish
orphan raised by her cousin
Mordecai, concealing her

identity, being taken into the
king's harem, and ultimately being
chosen queen of Persia in place
of the depcsed Vashti.

= = —|Q‘a L& f_]

Esther Becomes Queen

A Jewish orphan, concealing her identity,

is chosen queen of the Persian emplre — and p051t10ned to later save her people.

“Lf—‘lnd the king loved Ecrher more than all the other
women, and she found grace and favor in his sight
more than all of the other virgins. So he placed the
royal crown upon her head and made her queen
in place of Vashti.” — Esther 2:17 (BSB)

AN UNLIKELY QUEEN

THE STORY: THE MESSAGE:
Notably, the book never states

In a Persian court with no
obvious reason to favor a Jewish God's involvement directly —
no divine appearance, no

exile's daughter, an ordinary,

initially powerless young woman prophetic word — leaving

is elevated to the empire’s readers to infer providence at
highest female position — for work through ordinary human
reasons the story hasn't events and decisions rather
revealed yet. than declared miracle.

@® “Ahasuerus” is most widely identified with

Xerxes | based on Aramaic name-spelling
evidence from the Elephantine papyri —
the majority position, not unanimous.
More significantly, Esther’s historicity

as a whole is genuinely debated: no
extrabiblical source independently
confirms a Persian queen named
Esther, a minister named Haman, or an
advisor named Mordecai in Xerxes I's
court (whose historically-attested
principal wife was Amestris, per
Herodotus). State this openly rather
than presenting Esther's court role as
independently confirmed history.

The complete absence of God's name
anywhere in the book of Estheris a
well-documented, longstanding feature
of the text itself — ancient rabbinic
sources reportedly debated the book’s
canonicity partly for this reason; it's
often read as depicting divine providence
working through ordinary human
decisions rather than direct, named
divine action.

Esther's concealment of her Jewish
identity at Mordecai's instruction (2:10,
2:20) is a deliberate narrative choice
that sets up the dramatic tension of her
later, costlier decision to reveal it
(Esther 4—7, outside this card's scope).

THE MEANING:
Esther's rise here, still hiding
who she is, sets up the rest

of the book's central turn: an
ordinary position, occupied
quietly, becomes the means by
which a whole people is later
saved — providence working
through the unremarkable.

“Esther still had not revealed her lineage or her people, just as Mordecaz had instructed.

She obeyed Mordecai’s command, as she had done under his care.

— Esther 2:20 (BSB)
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CONTEXT [ Ezra Journeys to Jerusalem

: . H @ Ezra 7:1-10's genealogy traces Ezra's
A priest devoted to God’s Law leads a second wave of exiles home — | Egivetashaimmiey st

dehberatelv trustmﬂ God’s pmtectlon over a royal military escort.

Verse:

Ezra 7:1-10, 8:21-23 (KJV) establishing his priestly legitimacy for
the reforming role he plays later in the
book (chapters 9-10, outside this

card's scope).

Time:

458 BC (seventh year of
Artaxerxes I) — the conventional,
majority-held date; a minority
of scholars propose a later date
under Artaxerxes ||

@ Ezra's specific refusal to request “a
band of soldiers and horsemen” (8:22),
out of concern for what it would say
about his stated confidence in God,
is a deliberate, textually explicit choice

Setting:
the journey from Babylon
to Jerusalem

— contrasted implicitly with Nehemiah's
later, different choice to accept royal
military protection (Nehemiah 2:9,

directly relevant to the next card).

Key People: : Two leaders in the se!me return

E tand oot : - L2 el | . ' \ oA A : i movement making different but
210 PIISSL Ag SCIBs N ) = % i : : not contradictory choices.

a company of returning ! {7 3 ABY - 3 :

exiles

Artaxerxes I's reign (465-424 BC) is
independently well-documented in
Persian historical records. The specific
decree Ezra 7:12-26 records granting
Ezra his authority is written in Aramaic
within the otherwise-Hebrew book —
consistent with preserving official
Persian-era correspondence in its
original administrative language.

What Happened:

Ezra, a priest and scribe devoted
to studying and teaching God's

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD 02

Law, leads a second wave of 1
ey e - and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.”

deliberately refusing a royal e Ezra 7:10 (KJ V)
military escort as a statement 7l P S e ol S S St i S o Tl T
of trust in God's protection.

TRUSTING GOD, NOT AN ESCORT

THE TEXT: —=.  THE STORY: %%, THE MESSAGE: = THE MEANING:

Ezra 7-8 records Ezra's priestly y Decades after Cyrus's first : : The text frames Ezra's refusal as A Ezra's choice models faith that
credentials, Artaxerxes |'s decree decree and the temple's - consistent with his own stated % S A follows through on its own claims
granting him authority to lead a completion, a second wave AR IWARNY \ords to the king, making the @ even when a safer, more

return and teach Ged's Law, and i returns under a scribe whose ; entire journey a lived demonstration : conventional option was readily
his deliberate choice — after telling . defining act on the road isn't of the trust he claimed rather than available — conviction tested by
the king he trusted God to protect military strategy but public, a private conviction with no visible consistency, not just sincerity.
them — not to request a military costly trust.
_escort for the journey.

“So we fasted and besrmoht our God for this: and he was mtr‘eated of us.” — Ezra 8:23 (KJV)




p— e T aa e e —— s e o TR

_CONTEXT _2*  Nehemiah’s Prayer for the Exiles | tstorcat covtexr

ll ® Nehemiah's official position as “cupbearer”

Word reaches the king’s cupbearer that Jerusalem’s walls lie broken — Bl oo v e et

Nehemiah 1:1-11 (ASV) b and he responds first with days of weeping and prayer, not action. Wl and proximity to the Persian monarch
6] 0 S S - s e _-th\ (responsible for testing the king's wine/

R v i 4 - P food against poisoning, among other
Time: i ‘.1 v! J i - - = | duties) — consistent with what's

Chislev (Nov/Dec) 445 BC : i e ! : T /| independently known about Achaemenid
fl. court structure, though no extrabiblical

(20th year of Artaxerxes I) | of | P : k- 3 s | source names Nehemiah specifically
e = etk ' i R " : oL O i = | in this role.

Settlng: j \é ' e P e il . o The disrepair Nehemiah hears about —
the Persian royal court = 44 B Y | S walls “broken down” and gates “destroyed”
. i , A b ! = : g 34 by fire” (1:3) — likely refers to damage

from Nebuchadnezzar’s original

! W & e &, L destruction generations earlier (587/586
I(ey PEOplE.' v " ol i o : W RN e BC) still unrepaired, compounded by more

S ' ? . : = . A : recent local opposition (Ezra 4:2-3),

describing armed opposition halting

at Susa

Nehemiah, cupbearer

to King Artaxerxes | ' B IS y B e earlier rebuilding efforts).

What Happened: % - B e == e l @® Nehemiah's extended mourning, fasting,

Nehemiah, a Jewish exile ¢ . and prayer (1:4, “for days") before any
it o5 tho Persian king's i “And it came to pass, when I heard these words = g e R

cupbearer, hears that Jerusalem's fhat I Saf down a”d Wepf and mourned Cerfa”l days.. . God's covenant promises (1:5, 8-9),
walls remain broken and gates : i 2 = } echoing Deuteronomy, reflects a textual
burned, and responds first : | and [ fasred and prayed before the God Of heaven.” | .\ . pattern of grief grounding action rather

with days of weeping, fasting, than preceding it as mere formality.

and prayer before taking . — Nehei‘nlah ] 4 (ASV)

e

any action. , e —_— =

GRIEF THA-T LEADS TO PRAYER *;“%C‘;’*—

THE TEXT: ' " THE STORY: ; THE MESSAGE: " THE MEANING.

pNErsah :hregcrd? Ni[‘temiah. ¢ j\ Decades after the temple's The text deliberately puts grief l B Nehemiah models a sequence
serving as the Persian king's completion and Ezra's journey, : ~ A ; : < g
cupbearer, learning that Jerusalem's ' Jenusalemn itself is stil .ihysicg;ly ) "\ wile ::‘;;’hf‘ii:'t‘;e::;ek?nn; strategy (RPN worth naming plainly: real grief
walls and gates remain in ruins, and A . vulnerable and spirtiually — and a I. ; . i : Nehemiah's move in practical
responding with days of weeping, . ; word of it reaches a Jewish exile ' SPF leadership (later chapters,
f:%sung, e pra’yer that appeais - who has real access and . outside this card’s scope) is
ERRCHY i2 Do oRera influence in the Persian court grounded in this unhurried

:;;n;lrs;sti::ﬁ::;akmg but takes no immediate action. season of lament first.

processed honestly before God,
not skipped past in a rush
toward action.

 “O Lord, I beseech thee let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of fhy 5€rvanr
and to the prayer of thy servants, who delight to fear thy name; and prosper, I pray rhee
thy servant this day, m;d grant hmr _mercy in the wth of this man.” — Nehemiah 1:11 (ASV)
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CONTEXT

The Word of the LORD by Malachi
The last prophetic voice in this arc confronts a complacent community — || S Y E RIS ERIger ey AT NEUEEee

RS L . < 5 no reigning king or governor, unlike Haggai
Malachi 1:1—4:6 ., and promises a forerunner btf(}l th&, da} of _t_ht_ Lord. petan Ch el de D

Time:

post-exilic Persian period,
generally within the 5th
century BC — date uncertain,
genuinely less precisely fixed
than most other entries in

this collection; scholarly
proposals range ¢. 515-425 BC

Setting:
the rebuilt (second)
temple courtyard in
Jerusalem

Key People:
Malachi, prophet; the
priests and people of the
post-exilic community

What Happened:
Malachi confronts a spiritually
complacent post-exilic
community over corrupt
priests, neglected tithes, and
half-hearted worship, and
promises God will send a
messenger before “the great
and awesome day of the Lord.”

THE TEXT

Malachi confronts the returned
community’s spiritual complacency —
corrupt priests offering blemished
sacrifices, withheld tithes, broken

come to im e’n;ph’ Bcfmfcf the

'hum you deciu, is coming!” says Yahweh of Armies.

— Malachi 3:1 (WEB)

THE LAST WORD BEFORE SILENCE %

THE STORY:

Generations after the exile ended
and the temple was rebuilt, the
returned community hasn't

THE MESSAGE:

Malachi's indictment targets
complacency specifically, not just
outright idolatry — worship offered

sharply-anchored dates elsewhere in this
collection (e.g., 587/586 BC and 516/515 BC).
Scholarly proposals range across roughly a
century (c. 515-425 BC); avoid false precision.

Malachi’s content closely parailels specific
abuses Nehemiah personally confronts in
Jerusalem (corrupt/negligent priests,
withheld tithes, intermarriage with foreign
wives — compare Malachi 1:6-14, 3:8-10,
2:10-16 with Nehemiah 13:4-31). This strong
content overlap is what many scholars use
to place Malachi in this general window —

an inference from content, not a stated
textual link.

Malachi 3:1's promised “messenger” and
4:5's naming of that figure as “Elijah the
prophet’ returning before “the day of the
Lord® is directly applied in the New Testament
to John the Baptist (e.g., Matthew 11:14,
Luke 1:17) — the clearest bridge this book
offers across the whole canon, and
traditionally the last word before the
intertestamental period of prophetic silence.

THE MEANING

The book’s closing promise of a
coming forerunner gives this entire
Timeline block — split kingdom,

collapsed into open rebellion — it's halfheartedly is still named as an fallen nations, exile, and hard-won

marriage covenants — and closes
with a promise: God will send a

messenger to prepare the way, and
“Elijah the prophet’ before “the great

and awesome day of the Lord.”

settled into something quieter and
just as corrosive: going through
the motions without real devotion.

offense, closing this collection’s
long argument that God cares
about the heart behind the ritual,
not just its oufward performance,

return — a forward-looking close:
the story isn't finished, it's waiting
on someone still to come, a thread
the New Testament picks up
_directly.

“Behold, 1' will sf‘fm’ you Eh}ﬂh the p; ophet before rht’ great and terr zMﬁ‘ day of Yahw eiz comes.
He will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and rke hearts of the children to their fathers,

[mr I come umf s.fniw I}'sc eurth u';rrh a curse.’

— Malachi 4:5-6 (WEB)




